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News  

from the   

Pews                                       
 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
 “The advent of our King                                                                        
Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome 
sing,                                                                                            
In strains of holy joy.” 

In this Christmas season, which is a very 

special time of the year for all of us as 

believers, we have traditions which are 

passed down through our families, and that’s 

wonderful. However, as creatures of habit 

wanting to fit everything in, we can get pulled 

into the rush, rush of everything around us. 

And if we let it, this season meant for joy, 

becomes overwhelming. So, since we are 

about to experience a very Holy season of joy,  

I wanted to point out a couple of things to think 

about this Christmas season to keep from 

getting distracted. 

•  Yes, there is a reason for the season!  

Ask yourself, what defines this time of 

year for you? We do know that the one 

simple but exciting message for us is 

that we celebrate the Creator and 

Savior of the world who came in the 

flesh! The fact that Jesus came into the 

world, has profound implications on our 

life.    

                                                                               

But today we live in a world that has 

experienced many extreme changes, and it’s 

very, easy to have the best of intentions to 

 

 

                             December 2022 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

maintain a Christ centered approach, but it’s 

also difficult sometimes to resist the worldly 

distractions. Do we let our days get defined by 

shopping, or party preparations, or the 

excitement of travel, or the anticipation of the 

arrival of out of town loved ones, or 

decorating, or scheduling which social 

gatherings we will be attending …  it can go 

on and on. It is a VERY busy time of year. And 

to be sure, none of this is wrong at all. These 

things are blessings to us that God wants us 

to enjoy. The struggle comes when we allow 

those things to replace Jesus the Messiah, as 

number one on our priority list. Yes, there is a 

reason for the season… the advent of our 

King. Please remember to pray that the Holy 

Spirit will see to it that the Advent/Christmas 

message is kept at the forefront all of our 

minds and hearts during the holiday chaos. 

•  Then again, the Christmas season is 

not joy filled for everyone. Are you 

making plans to spend time with loved 

ones? What a blessing!!  

In the past several years as a nation that 

experienced health challenges, many have 

lost family members, and the reality is that not 

everyone is ”feeling happy” at this time of 

year. In fact, many are hurting, and the 

season meant to be shared with loved ones 

brings pain. Those grieving a death, or a 
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broken relationship can often be very down in 

the dumps this season. For them it is a very 

lonely time. So, the encouragement given 

today, right now, is to remember those who 

are all around us but may be feeling a little 

invisible. Try not to get so busy and distracted 

that you don’t take the time to reach out to 

those who are hurting. A simple phone call or 

visit to someone at this time of year can be 

very powerful to those in need of comfort. 

Remember them. Pray for them. Pray WITH 

them. Reach out to them. And most 

importantly – don’t get too busy to love them. 

Have a blessed Advent and Christmas season 

and see you in church! 

In Christ, 

Rev. Wagner 

 

 

“All glory to the Son, 

Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever One, 

Through all eternity.”    

                  Hymn # 68 Lutheran Hymnal 

Scheduled services 

9 a.m. Sundays        
In-person and     
livestreamed          

 7 p.m. In-person  
only    

Bible Study on Sundays is at 10:30 in the 
Sanctuary –  Enjoy Coffee & after church services 
and prior to Bible Study.   

Holiday Services: 
ADVENT SERVICES - Wednesdays, December 7 
& 14 - 11 a.m. - IN PERSON & LIVESTREAMED 

ADVENT SERVICES -Wednesdays, Dec 7 & 14th 
at 6 p.m. in-person & livestreamed 

CHRISTMAS EVE -Saturday, Dec 24 - 3 p.m. - IN 

PERSON 
CHRISTMAS EVE -Saturday, Dec24 - 10 p.m.  - 
IN PERSON & LIVESTREAMED 

CHRISTMAS DAY - Sunday, Dec 25 - 10 a.m. - 
IN PERSON 

DECEMBER 10 – LIVING NATIVITY, 4 to 6pm 
DECEMBER 18 –  Sunday School Program 10 am 

Guidelines are still in place for in person worship:  
…Please wear face masks upon entry and          
exit into church if you are unvaccinated            
…No mask is required while seated on the left side                                                      
… Please leave masks in place if seated on  the right 
(Pulpit) side of the sanctuary.                                                    
… Sit in alternating pews as marked on the pulpit side, 
not required on the lectern side.                                                
… Help yourself to the Order of Worship                                 
… Offering plates are in the rear of the  sanctuary. 

The 9 a.m. service is livestreamed on 
 Facebook @TrinityLombard and on Trinity’s 
website at Trinitylombard.org. 
 
Facebook:  
Find the orders of worship, along with easy to 
share video and audio versions of the 
sermons at 
https://www.trinitylombard.org/sermons.  

Services and Bible classes air live on 
Facebook @TrinityLombard 

(https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLombard/) 
and can also be viewed live at 
https://www.trinitylombard.org/. Worship is 
online each Sunday morning at 9 am Online. 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLombard/
https://www.trinitylombard.org/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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The first quarter came to an 
end in October. Trinity has 
several students that have 
flourished and earned Honor 
Roll and High Honor Roll. 
Students that make the Honor 
Roll have to maintain an 
average of 3.0 - 3.5 grade 
point average with only one 
“C.” Students that earn High 

Honor Roll have to maintain an average of 3.6 or 
higher with one “C.” Congratulations! Keep up the 
excellent work.  
 

Honor Roll - Roscoe Barnett, Ian Lesch, Juliana 
Rivera, and Emma Serwas. 
 

High Honor Roll - Riley Baker, Sophia Garcia, 
Arian Gomez, Alexandra Harris, Ava Harrison, 
Bobby Hawn, Angelina Iverson, Ariana Mehrazar, 
Addison Meredith, Abby Pilny, Skyler White, Josie 
Woods, and Penny Woods. 
 

The Live Nativity is rapidly approaching! Please 
share the information with family and friends. On 
December 10, from 4 - 6 p.m., there will be live 
animals, pony rides, music, hot chocolate, and 
cookies. We are still looking for volunteers to help 
make the event a huge success. We are looking 
for thirty minutes; please feel free to call or email 
the office if you can help.  
 

The students and staff are working hard on 
the Christmas program. The Christmas 
program is Jubilee Christmas and will take 
place on Thursday, December 22, at 6:00 p.m. 
Please come and enjoy the service. The 
service will also be live-streamed.             

                     
Students set up 
small Nativity scene 
in the hallway at 
school. They look 
forward to the live 
one outside. 
 

Blessings, 
Julie Messina, Principal                                    
7th & 8th grade Teacher                                      
Trinity Lutheran School Lombard, IL 
JMessina@trinitylombard.org           
630.627.5601, ext.                                            
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

        

Trinity Lutheran School presents a Live 
Nativity on Saturday, December 10, from 4 
to 6 p.m. with live animals, pony rides, 
music, hot Trinity Lutheran School 
presents a Live Nativity on Saturday, 
December 10, from 4 to 6 p.m. with live 
animals, pony rides, music, hot chocolate, 
and snacks. PLEASE BRING CANNED 
GOODS FOR AREA FOOD PANTRIES.   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>                                    

Trinity Lutheran Church and School contribute 
to 3 food pantries at: St. Vincent de Paul, York 
Center and 1st Bethlehem. These food 
pantries are serving an ever increasing 
number of people, especially now, as the 
holidays draw near.  They welcome the help 
given. You may bring non-perishables (rice, 
pasta, mac-n-cheese…) canned goods, 
breakfast cereals, granola bars etc. Some of 
you have asked about money. YES, the 
pantries need money to purchase fresh fruits, 
vegetables and meat. If you choose to give 
cash, we ask that you give it to Ron or Dawn 
Tyler directly. There is a table in the corner of 

mailto:JMessina@trinitylombard.org
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the parish hall where you can place your 
donations. You may never know who benefits 
from your generosity (for all you know, it could 
be your neighbor or a family member), but 
God does. And He reminds us: “...And the 
king will answer them, ‘Whatsoever you did to 
the least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me.’” Matthew 25:40  
 
Ron & Dawn Tyler welcome questions if you 
need help, you may reach them by calling the 
church office at (630) 629-8765.   
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
Joseph and Mary would have traveled for 
more than a week before the birth of 
their son. They left their home in 
Nazareth to travel 90 miles to the city of 
Joseph’s ancestors, which was 
Bethlehem. They would have made that 
journey during the winter, when it’s in 
the 30s during the rainy days of the 
season. At night it would be freezing. 
There were hilly trails, with bandits and 
wild animals that they had to be aware of 
as they traveled. There were no fast food 
places to stop at. They had to bring their 
own provisions. They carried water in 
wineskins and a lot of bread called naan.  
Breakfast would be dried bread, lunch 
would be oil with bread, and herbs with 
oil and bread in the evening. When they 
arrived in Bethlehem, there was no place 
for them except in the cave next to the 
inn where the animals were kept. God 

had in His plan that Mary would have 
witnessed her cousin Elizabeth giving 
birth to her son, who was later called 
John the Baptist. Mary knew what it 
would be like to deliver her son Jesus, 
who is the Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

                                                     
7 And she brought forth her 

firstborn son, and wrapped him 

in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there 

was no room for them in the inn. 

                                        Luke 2:7 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

> 
Mary/Martha extends an invitation to all 

women to gather together to engage in 

either a bible study, a project or simply 

fellowship.  

Mary/Martha CHANGE OF DATE FOR 

MARY MARTHA GATHERING...Mary/Martha 

was called to serve the Lord, by providing a 

Funeral Luncheon for Arnie Steben, who 

received the promise of heaven the day before 

Thanksgiving. The funeral luncheon was 

served on December 3rd, which would have 

been the Christmas gathering. Praise God for 
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allowing M/M to serve Him in this manner. 

That’s what M/M does…serve the church. 

And, thank you also to all in the church, who 

contributed food and help. To God be the 

glory. 

Mary/Martha will gather on January 7th, to 
celebrate the season at the home of  Lisa 
Zientara, 68 Adams Court, Unit A, 
Streamwood. Call or text Arlene Solyom 
(630)715-7764 with any questions. Bring a 
treat to pass and your laughter. 
 

Projected events for Mary/Martha & LWML 

gatherings : 

January………..Seasonal Souper Bowl &  
                           game day 
February……….Mission Outreach 
March…………..Easter Project 
April…………….Curbside Coffee Project 
May……………..National Day of Prayer  
June…………….Summer Supper 
 

All women of Trinity are considered a part 
of Mary/Martha and LWML. There is no 
membership, just an invitation to gather 
together as sisters in Christ’s name. 

You are personally invited to come and 
enjoy a time of friendship.     

For more information, or any questions, 
text or call Arlene Solyom at   630-715-
7764                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

   

• Wednesday, December 7th & 14th 
ADVENT SERVICEs, 11 a.m.  – IN-

PERSON & LIVESTREAM   Following the 
service, LUNCH is served in the parish 
hall   

• ADVENT BIBLE STUDY SUPPERs, 6 
p.m.  in the parish hall – IN-PERSON & 

LIVESTREAM study begins at 6:30 p.m. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

                                 
How have 
You 
Witnessed 
Your Faith? 

 
Josiah Johnson, was born without legs. He 
made the eighth-grade basketball team at 
Moore Middle School in Louisville, Kentucky 
this year showing how special he is. Johnson 
has been "playing basketball" since he was in  
kindergarten. This is his first year on a team. 
 

His teammates said this of him… 
"He makes me have confidence as a player 
and a nicer person, off and on this court. No 
matter what just because Josiah don’t care 
what nobody else says,” Malakei Loveless 
said. 
 
“He makes other people do better because he 
says God helps him. Don’t think just because 
you don’t have something, you can’t do 
something,” Dexter McAtee said. "I have to do 
good because Josiah don't give up." 

 

( Josiah was born without legs),  

Reading this can bring tears. Not sad  tears, 
but touched in the heart, tears. If you consider 
the original sin of Adam and Eve that brought 
all of the bad things into this world, like Josiah 
being born without legs, it makes you sad. 
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God had originally created the world good. It 
can be confusing to an unbeliever. It can even 
be confusing to those who do believe when 
they see things like this. It was “the” original 
sin which caused such heart break. But God 
didn’t forget Josiah or his parents that thru the 
Holy Spirit, brought him to the Lord in baptism. 
And Josiah’s childlike  faith in God can bring 
others to Him as he is being used to witness in 
his young life.. 

Remember…we ourselves witness every day, 
knowingly or unknowingly, how we witness, is 
how others see our trust in the Savior. How 
have you witnessed this past month?  

Rest in His goodness and grace.                                                                               

Blessings,                                                       

Board of Evangelism  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

And when you pray tonight.. Pray for a 

fighting spirit. May you never give up 

no matter how difficult life gets. The 

reality is no one is immune to 

challenges. You need to overcome them 

and have a story to tell. May you never 

run out of strength and continue to 

fight. With Christ, all things are 

possible. 

                            

Studying God’s Word together is 
important!   Wednesday 

mornings during Advent, in-person 

and Livestreamed services at 
11am with lunch following at the 
in-person services will replace  the 

regular Wednesday morning informal study of 
God’s Word during the Advent season. Join in as 
we develop a special bond as Christians.             
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Pastor offers Online Bible Study, Wednesday 

evenings at 6 p.m.   LIVE  on 

Facebook @trinitylombard    Evening 
Advent services will be offered at 6 pm, 
with a bible study and a meal served at 
the in-person services. This will replace 
the regular Wednesday bible studies 
during this Advent Season. 

     * Bulletins for the services will be posted on 
email sent weekly                                             
. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

Trinity Lutheran Sunday School 
invites all to join us during the Bible 
class hour following church on 
Sunday, December 18, for our 
Christmas celebration in the parish 
hall. 

 

Pumpkin 
DumpCake 
Submitted by Sandy Goss, 
this is a simple one bowl, 
one pan, very easy cake to 
put together for family or 
company. 

 

..Cake Mix: Boxed Spice 
cake mix.  

..Pumpkin Puree: You can 
either use one 28-ounce 
can of pumpkin puree, or 
2 15-ounce cans. Don’t 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLombard/
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use pumpkin pie filling as it won’t work in this 
recipe. 

..1 - 14-16oz can Evaporated Milk: You can 
use whole milk, half and half, or heavy cream 
if you like. But the evaporated milk is just right 

..Sugar and Eggs: 4 large eggs (room temp) 
and ¾ cup granulated white sugar, you can 
substitute with light brown sugar for a touch of 
molasses flavor. 

..Butter: You will need 6oz (12 tablespoons) of 
melted butter. You can use salted or unsalted  

..Pecans: Use unroasted pecan halves and 
give them a rough chop. They will “toast” as 
the cake bakes and give the cake a nice 
crunch and flavor!  

Instructions: 

• Preheat the oven to 350°F/180°C, and 
lightly grease a 9×13″ inch pan. Set 
aside. 

• In a large mixing bowl, whisk together 
the pumpkin puree with evaporated 
milk, sugar, and eggs. 

• Pour the mixture into the prepared pan, 
then sprinkle the cake mix followed by 
chopped pecans on top. 

• Drizzle the melted butter all over the 
cake mix, and top with chopped 
pecans. 

• Bake for 55-60 minutes. The center 
might feel a little jiggly, but it will set as 
it cools down. 

• Cut butter very thin and cover all over 
cake mix (optional). Allow to cool for 30 
minutes, then serve with a dollop of 
Whip cream on top.                             

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Updates………….  
 

The Lord receives His own! 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life.”  

 Arnold W Steben   

Jul 1936 - Nov 2022 

Arnold William Steben 

was born on July 1, 

1936. A man of many 

talents will be missed 

Visitation was held on 
Friday, December 2nd 
from 3-7pm at 
Knollcrest Funeral 
Home at 1500 S. 

Meyers Road, Lombard. The funeral service 
was held on Saturday, December 3rd at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Roosevelt & Meyers Road, 
Lombard. Memorials in Arnold’s name can be 
made to Trinity Lutheran Church and School. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

A tribute to Arnie…… 

Arnold William Steben (Arnie) was born on 

July 1, 1936. to Arthur and Hilda Steben at his 

home at 506 S. Westmore, Lombard, IL. He 

was the 5th of 6 children: Norma, Mildred, 

Lorraine, Elroy & Harold. He and his siblings 

attended Trinity Lutheran School when it 

was just a one room schoolhouse. Arnold 

walked to school, every day, rain or shine on 

that empty country road hoping someone 

would drive by and give him a ride. (1.2 miles 

if your checking). The family attended Trinity 

Lutheran Church each week and Arnold 

continued that practice for the remainder of his 

days. At home, he used to love to run through 

the adjacent orchard to his grandmother’s 
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house for a special treat. As a boy, it was 

noticed that Arnold loved to whistle and was 

musically inclined. He started taking accordion 

lessons. Arnold often mentioned how magical 

Christmas was: he went to bed on Christmas 

Eve and he woke up the following day to a 

fully decorated, real Christmas tree and 

presents. Arnold was an avid baseball player 

and loved to play hockey in the winters on 

rural Westmore Road. He attended York High 

School and graduated in 1954. Around this 

time, Arnold tried out for the Chicago Cubs. 

He made it to the second cut. He attended 

Washburne trade school in Chicago and 

joined the family construction business with 

his older brother, Elroy. Arnie worked in that 

business for many, many years. 

One day, Arnold went to a party with his 
cousin Mel. Across the room he noticed 
Marilyn Joy Hitzeman and wanted to be 
introduced. Marilyn was coerced into meeting 
some “country boy” … which is funny since 
they both grew up in Lombard. Marilyn’s 
longtime friend, Marga told Marilyn that Arnie 
was considered “a catch” by all the girls. 
Marilyn graduated Glenbard West in 1957 and 
they were married July 5, 1958. One year later 
they welcomed their first son, Jeffrey Arnold. 
The family grew to include 4 more children: 
Gregory Alan, Lynne Suzanne, Richard Arthur 
and Julie Ann. 
 
Arnold’s legacy can be seen in the influence 
on his children, grandchildren & great-
grandchildren: a joy of playing baseball and 
athletics, ice skating, cooking items to “well-
done”, camping, diehard Cubs fans, strong 
engineering and mathematical skills, the art of 
conversation … are just a few. 
 
Arnold leaves behind his children: Jeff (Patti) 
Steben, Greg (Kathy) Steben, Lynne (Brad) 
Drew, Rick Steben, and Julie (Kurt) Bickler; 
his grandchildren: Amanda (Todd) Rabey, 
Dana (Ryan) Melzer, Melanie (Dan) Winslow, 
Tracie (Anthony) Walas, Alison Steben, Erin 
(Brian) Clifford, Megan (Jenna) Steben, Jon 

(Megan) Steben, Jordan (Alyssa) Drew, Jared 
Drew, Jasmine Drew, Audrey Bickler, Jacklyn 
Bickler, Monica (Paul) Stika, Virginia Bailey; 
as well as 13-1/2 great-grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his sister Lorraine (George) 
Johnson and brother Harold (Jean) Steben. 
Arnold was preceded in death by his wife of 
60 years, Marilyn Joy, and his granddaughter 
Haven Bailey as well as his parents Arthur & 
Hilda Steben and his siblings: Norma 
(Richard) Karasek, Mildred (Walter) Knosher, 
and Elroy (Betty) Steben. 
Arnie will be remembered as one of the strong 
leaders in the church. To God be the glory. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

Lord, thank you God for always 
listening to our prayers. Help us 
to trust that You are always 
listening and caring for all those 
we love, even when they are far 
from us. In Jesus name we pray. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

All news articles for the next month’s 
newsletter may be summitted if 
possible by the 20th of the month in 
order to get  proofread and approved 
by Pastor by the 1st of the month. 
Thank you. Send to 
vinjud60@yahoo.com 
Questions … call or text - Judy 
Cuchetto (630)698-2208 at any time.  
 

 

mailto:vinjud60@yahoo.com

