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Rev. Steve Wagner-Sr. Pastor 
 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 
The First Sunday after Christmas 

Office of Matins (page 219) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

  
Opening Hymn   387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Antiphon 
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Venite   

 

 

 

 
Antiphon 
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Sit 
Psalm Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a, b 

1Praise the L೹೼೮! 
I will give thanks to the L೹೼೮ with my | whole heart,* 
 in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation. 
 
2Great are the works | of the Lംഅ೷,* 
 studied by all who de- | light in them. 
 
3Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,* 
 and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 
 
4He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 
 the Lംഅ೷ is gracious and | merciful. 
 
5He provides food for those who | fear him;* 
 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 
 
6He has shown his people the power | of his works,* 
 in giving them the inheritance of the | nations. 
 
7The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;* 
 all his precepts are | trustworthy; 
 
8they are established forever and | ever,* 
 to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness. 
 
9He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.* 
 Holy and awesome | is his name! 
 
10The fear of the Lംഅ೷ is the beginning of wisdom; 
 all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.* 
 His praise endures for- | ever! 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7–14 

7I will recount the steadfast love of the L೹೼೮, 
 the praises of the L೹೼೮, 
according to all that the L೹೼೮ has granted us, 
 and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
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8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
 children who will not deal falsely.” 
 And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
 and the angel of his presence saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled 
 and grieved his Holy Spirit; 
therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
 and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, 
 of Moses and his people. 
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
 with the shepherds of his flock? 
Where is he who put in the midst of them 
 his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 
 to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 
 to make for himself an everlasting name, 
 13who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 
 they did not stumble. 
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
 the Spirit of the L೹೼೮ gave them rest. 
So you led your people, 
 to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 

 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Jo-

seph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furi-
ous, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from 
the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his 
mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reign-
ing over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a 
city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He 
shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 
P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Te Deum  LSB 223 
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Responsory 
Common  LSB 221 

 

 
 
Sit 
Sermon Hymn   370 What Child Is This 
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon — Pastor Wagner   
 
Stand 
Prayer Hymn   940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name   
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5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
6 From Thy high celestial home, 

    Judge of all, again returning, 
We believe that Thou shalt come 
    On that final judgment morning, 
When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
And the startled dead come forth. 

 
7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 

    By a thousand snares surrounded; 
Keep us without sin today, 
    Never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
Never, Lord, abandon me. 

 
Public domain 

 
Sit 
Offering 
 
Sharing of the Peace (Sunday only) 
 
Stand 
Kyrie   
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Lord's Prayer   

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread;    

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Collects 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  
P  Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarna-
tion of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we 
may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
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Luther’s Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. 

 Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace  
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous 
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus  LSB 228 

 

 
 

Benediction   
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 
Sit 
Dismissal Hymn   374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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