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Rev. Steve Wagner—Sr. Pastor 

 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

The Weekend of the Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

Divine Service Setting One (page 151) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

 
Opening Hymn   332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 
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7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Luther-
an Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001328 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

  
Stand (Sunday only) 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Introit Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens | and come down,* 
 that the mountains might quake at your | presence. 
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I wait for the Lംഅ೷, my | soul waits,* 
 and in his | word I hope; 
 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the | morning,* 
 more than watchmen for the | morning. 
 
O Israel, hope in the Lംഅ೷! For with the Lംഅ೷ there is | steadfast love,* 
 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 
 
And he will redeem | Israel* 
 from all his in- | iquities. 
 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Oh that you would rend the heavens | and come down,* 
 that the mountains might quake at your | presence. 

 
Kyrie   
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P   Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
Baptism of Samuel Melzer - LSB p. 268 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 

10Again the L೹೼೮ spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the L೹೼೮ your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the L೹೼೮ 
to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to wea-
ry men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the 
land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The L೹೼೮ will bring upon you and 
upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the 
day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 1:1–7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 
declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his res-
urrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name 
among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand (Sunday only) 
Common Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

  
  

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
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Sit 
Sermon Hymn   357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
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7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon ~ Pastor Wagner  
 
Stand (Sunday only) 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Sit 
Offering 
 
Sharing of the Peace (Sunday only) 
 
 

Stand (Sunday only) 
Offertory   
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface   

    P    The Lord be with you. 

  
 
   P    Lift up your hearts 

 
 
    P    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised 
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when 
He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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Sanctus   

 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving   
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.    
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to for-
give, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously re-
ceive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord   
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testa-
ment in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini   

 

 
 

 
Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

Distribution 
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Vocal Vonuntary 
 
A WORD ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION:    Today we celebrate the Holy Blessed Sacra-
ment of the Altar.  We joyfully receive our dear Lord’s Body and Blood through the 
bread and wine, for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Those who celebrate this 
Sacrament with us give public confession that they are one with us in our doctrines and 
beliefs. We seek to be obedient to the admonition of St. Paul who speaks for Christ 
concerning the proper administration and reception of this gift of life and for the spir-
itual welfare of those who receive this Sacrament.  We ask that anyone wishing to par-
take of the communion who is not yet a confirmed member of this congregation or an-
other congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, to please speak to the 
PASTOR or an ELDER  prior to the worship service.    
 

Distribution Hymn   680 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328 

 
Distribution Hymn   559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 
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Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Schäffer-Belustigung . . . Hirthen-Lieder, 1653, Altdorf 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand (Sunday only) 
Post-Communion Canticle 
Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
       O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Benediction   

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 
     and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

 
 
 

Sit 
Dismissal Hymn  361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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