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Sunday, December 24, 2023 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Office of Matins (page 219) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

   

Opening Hymn    332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 
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7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011847.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011847. 
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Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Antiphon 

 

 
 
Venite   
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Antiphon 

 

 
 
Sit 
Psalm  Psalm 89:1–5 (antiphon: v. 8) 

1I will sing of the steadfast love of the L೹೼೮, for- | ever;* 
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 

2For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up for- | ever;* 
in the heavens you will establish your | faithfulness.” 

3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;* 
I have sworn to David my | servant: 

4‘I will establish your offspring for- | ever,* 
and build your throne for all gener- | ations.’”  

5Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O L೹೼೮,* 
your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones! 

 
Old Testament Reading  2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

1Now when the king lived in his house and the L೹೼೮ had given him rest from all his 
surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the L೹೼೮ is with you.” 
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4But that same night the word of the L೹೼೮ came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my serv-
ant David, ‘Thus says the L೹೼೮: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 
but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have 
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Isra-
el, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, 
‘Thus says the L೹೼೮ of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, 
that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever 
you went  

 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great 
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be 
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from 
the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from 
all your enemies. Moreover, the L೹೼೮ declares to you that the L೹೼೮ will make you a 
house. 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 
Your throne shall be established forever.’”  

  
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle  Romans 16:25–27 

25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 
has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore 
through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
Holy Gospel  Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
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David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will con-
ceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel 
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be im 

 
possible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Te Deum  LSB 223 
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Responsory 
Common  LSB 221 

 

 
 
Sit 
Sermon Hymn   357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon — Pastor Wagner   
 
Stand 
Prayer Hymn   940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name   

 

 

 

 
 
5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
6 From Thy high celestial home, 

    Judge of all, again returning, 
We believe that Thou shalt come 
    On that final judgment morning, 
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When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
And the startled dead come forth. 

 
7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 

    By a thousand snares surrounded; 
Keep us without sin today, 
    Never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
Never, Lord, abandon me. 

 
Public domain 

 
 
 
Sit 
Offering 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Stand 
Kyrie   

 
 

Lord's Prayer   

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread;    

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Collects 
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Collect of the Day  

PßßLet us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

CßßAmen. 
 

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. 

 Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace  

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous 
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus  LSB 228 
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Benediction   

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sit 
Dismissal Hymn   370 What Child Is This 
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