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Sunday, January 26, 2025 
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Office of Matins (page 219) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

  
Opening Hymn   849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328 
Tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Antiphon 
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Venite   

 

 

 

 
Antiphon 
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Sit 
Psalm Psalm 19:7–14; antiphon: v. 14 

7The law of the L೹೼೮ is perfect, 
 reviv- | ing the soul;* 
the testimony of the L೹೼೮ is sure, 
 making wise the | simple; 
 
8the precepts of the Lംഅ೷ are right, 
 rejoicing | the heart;* 
the commandment of the Lംഅ೷ is pure, 
 enlightening | the eyes; 
 
9the fear of the L೹೼೮ is clean, 
 enduring for- | ever;* 
the just decrees of the L೹೼೮ are true, 
 and righteous alto- | gether. 
 
10More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even | much fine gold;* 
sweeter also than honey 
 and drippings of the | honeycomb. 
 
11Moreover, by them is your | servant warned;* 
 in keeping them there is | great reward. 
 
12Who can dis- | cern his errors?* 
 Declare me innocent from | hidden faults. 
 
13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not have dominion | over me!* 
Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great trans- | gression. 
 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable | in your sight,* 
 O Lംഅ೷, my rock and my re- | deemer. 
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Old Testament Reading Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 

1 All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And 
they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the L೹೼೮ had 
commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both 
men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of 
the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
Book of the Law. . . . 

5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the 
people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the L೹೼೮, the 
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the L೹೼೮ with their faces to the ground. . . . 

8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and 
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the peo-
ple, “This day is holy to the L೹೼೮ your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people 
wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat 
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for 
this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the L೹೼೮ is your 
strength.” 

  
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:12–31a 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit. 

14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the 
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 
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greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so 
composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that there may 
be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one an-
other. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all re-
joice together. 

27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has ap-
pointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, 
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess 
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But earnestly desire the 
higher gifts. 

 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Holy Gospel Luke 4:16–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 
he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written, 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
  to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
 and recovering of sight to the blind, 
  to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him 
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, 
“Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this 
proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do 
here in your hometown as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is ac-
ceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel 
in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and 
a great famine came over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only 
to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there were 
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many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 
cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard these things, all in the syn 

 
agogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up and drove him out of the town and 
brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could 
throw him down the cliff. 30But passing through their midst, he went away. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Te Deum  LSB 223 
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Responsory 
Common  LSB 221 

 

 
 
Sit 
Sermon Hymn   839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon — Sermon  -  Mr. James Baerenklau, Commissioned LCMS Principal, Trini-

ty Lutheran School, Lombard, IL (this sermon was composed by Pastor Wagner) 
 
Stand 
Prayer Hymn   940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name   
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5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
6 From Thy high celestial home, 

    Judge of all, again returning, 
We believe that Thou shalt come 
    On that final judgment morning, 
When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
And the startled dead come forth. 

 
7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 

    By a thousand snares surrounded; 
Keep us without sin today, 
    Never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
Never, Lord, abandon me. 

 
Public domain 

 
Sit 
Offering 
 
Sharing of the Peace (Sunday only) 
 
Stand 
Kyrie   
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Lord's Prayer   

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread;    

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Collects 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  
P  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. 
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 Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace  
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous 
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus  LSB 228 

 

 
 

Benediction   
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

 
 

Sit 
Dismissal Hymn   845 Where Charity and Love Prevail 
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5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

 
6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328 
Tune: Public domain 
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