Trinmity Lutheran Church

A CONGREGATION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—-MISSOURI SYNOD
1165 Westmore Meyers Rd., Lombard, IL. 60148
630-629-8765 + www.trinitylombard.org
Rev. Steve Wagner-Sr. Pastor

Sunday, December 14, 2025
The Third Sunday in Advent
Office of Matins (page 219)

Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

Opening Hymn 334 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You



Stand

5  Sin's debt, that fearful burden,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv'n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav'n.

6  He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blesséd hope to those
Who love the Lord's appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,

And guide us safely home.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the "1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I«
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.






Antiphon

Venite



Antiphon



Sit

Psalm Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 5

'Praise | the Lorp!*
Praise the Lorp, | O my soul!

2 will praise the Lorp as long | as | live;*
I will sing praises to my God while | have my | being.

>Put not your trust in | princes,*
in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.

“When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
on that very day his plans | perish.

*Blesseéd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | Lorp his God,

®who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;

"who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
who gives food to the | hungry.

The LoRbD sets the prisoners free;
%the LorD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The Lorp lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lorbp loves the | righteous.

The LorD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.

'®The Lorb will reign for- | ever,*
your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the Lorb!



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lorp,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
"Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
®then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
°No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
'%And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle James 5:7-11

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer
waits for the preaous fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the ear-
ly and the late ralns ®You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another brothers so that you may not
be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. '°As an example of suffermg and
patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. ''Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness
of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate
and merciful.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand (Sunday only)
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-15

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disci-
Eles 3and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we Iook for another?”
And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: *the blind re-
ceive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear and the
dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. °And blessed is
the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concernlng John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ®What then did
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings' houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is written,

"Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

""Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater

than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater

than he. "*From the days of John the Baptist untll now the kingdom of heaven has suf-

fered violence, and the violent take it by force. "*For all the Prophets and the Law

Prophe5|ed until John, ™and if you are WI||Ing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.
>He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”



(P} O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life - of the world to come. Amen.



Responsory
Common LSB 221

Sit
Sermon Hymn 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon — Pastor Wagner

Stand (Sunday only)
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God LSB 941
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© 1999 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010318. Public domain
Sit
Offering

Stand (Sunday only)
Sharing of the Peace

Kyrie

Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Collects
P} O Lord, hear my prayer.
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And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day

P} Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Luther’s Morning Prayer

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me.
Amen.

Collect for Grace

P} O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
[P} The grace of our Lord *I- Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
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the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Sit
Dismissal Hymn 346 When All the World Was Cursed

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328
Tune: Public domain
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