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The Third Wednesday in Lent
Vespers/Evening Prayer (page 229-230, 248-252)
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

Opening Hymn 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
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1 A - las! And did my Sav - ior Dbleed, And
2 Was it for crimes that I had  done He
3 Well might the sun in dark - ness hide And
4 Thus might I hide my blush - ing face While
5 But drops of grief can ne’er re - pay The
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did my sov - ’reign die? Would He de - vote  that
groaned up - on the tree? A - maz - ing pit - Y,
shut his glo - ries in When God, the might - y
His dear cross ap - pears, Dis - solve my heart in
debt of love I owe; Here, Lord, I  give my -
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sa - cred head For such a worm as I?
grace un - known, And love be - yond de - gree!
mak - er, died For His own crea - tures’ sin.
thank - ful - ness, And melt mine eyes to tears.
self a - way: ‘Tis all that I can do.
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Invocation
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Exhortation
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Absolution
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Lent: Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.

Psalm Psalm 95:1-9

'Oh come, let us sing | to the Lorp;*
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation!

?Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;*
let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise!

*For the Lorbp is a | great God,*
and a great King a- | bove all gods.

“In his hand are the depths | of the earth;*
the heights of the mountains are his | also.

*The sea is his, for he | made it,*
and his hands formed the | dry land.

®Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;*
let us kneel before the Lorb, our | Maker!



’For he | is our God,*
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep | of his hand.

Today, if you | hear his voice,*
8do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness,

*when your fathers put me | to the test*
and put me to the proof, though they had | seen my work.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,
And to the Holy | Spirit;

As it was in the be -| ginning,
Is now and will be forever. | Amen

Sit
Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7
'All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin
by stages, according to the commandment of the Lorp, and camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink. “Therefore the people quarreled with Mo-
ses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test the Lorp?" *But the people thirsted there for water, and the
people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried to the Lorp,
"What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” *And the LorRD
said to Moses, "Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the eIders of Isra-
el, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °Behold, |
will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight
of the elders of Israel. ‘And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, be-
cause of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LorDp by
saying, “Is the Lorp among us or not?”

L O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle 7 Corinthians 10:1-13

'l want you to know, brothers that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all
Eassed through the sea, “and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
and all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. *Neverthe-
less, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilder
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ness.

*Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as
they did. "Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” ®We must not indulge in sexual immorali-
ty as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. *We must not
put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents %nor
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. ""Now these
things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruc-
tion, on whom the end of the ages has come. "“Therefore let anyone who thinks that
he stands take heed lest he fall. °’No temptation has overtaken you that is not com-
mon to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability,
but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able
to endure it.

L O Lord, have mercy upon us.
€ Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel John 4:5-26

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

°So Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his
Journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to heré ‘Give me a
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) “The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drrnk from me, a woman of
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samarltans) %)esus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” ''The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have nothrng to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get
that living water? "?Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his Ilvestock " )esus said to her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, "“but whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that | will give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” "°The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

"®Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” '"The woman answered
him, “1 have no husband.” Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, ‘Il have no hus-
band’; "®for you have had five husbands and the one you now have is not your hus-
band. What you have said is true.” "®The woman said to him, "Sir, | perceive that you
are a prophet. “°Our fathers worshiped on this mountarn but you say that in Jerusa-
lem is the place where people ought to worship.” ?'Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
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me, the hour is comlng when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you wor-
ship the Father. *You worshlp what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. 2’But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such
people to WOI’ShIE) him. ?*God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.” ©°The woman said to him, “I know that Me55|ah is coming (he who is
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” %Jesus said to her, “l who
speak to you am he.”

P O Lord, have mercy upon us.
€ Thanks be to God.

Nicene Creed

C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Responsory
Lent [SB 237

A u Verse To Refrain
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1 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are

the Godof my sal - va - tion.
2 In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
3 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are

the God of my sal - va - tion.

() y Refrain P— | r— o
[’ AR Il Il Il I | Il Il [N |
e — - E—— | 7 —— &':l
[AN3Y T @

D)
Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.

Sit
Children’s Sermon - Pastor Wagner

Sermon Hymn 763 When Peace, like a River
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1 When peace, like a riv - er, at-tend - eth my way; When
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Let
3 He lives— oh, the bliss of this glo - ri - ous thought; My
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, The
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sor - rows, like sea bil-lows, roll; What-ev - er my lot, Thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con-trol, That Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, Is nailed to His cross, and I
clouds be rolled back as a scroll, The trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, It is  well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es-tate And hath shed His ownblood for my soul
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; E - ven so it is well with my soul.
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It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
Public domain
Sermon - Pastor Wagner
Stand
Magnificat
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1 For He hasre - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . .. ... ...... arm;

4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . .. ... ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . . ............. His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . . ... ... .. ... ... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination @ of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ........ Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho............... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . . . ... ... A - men. Refrain
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Stand

Litany

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

o L

(L) In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all serv-
ants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every
good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-

ry place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,
those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-
ful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
A :
HO" o o ®5 |
oJ -
For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Common: [ Al - le - lu - ia.
Lent: Thanks be to  God.
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@ Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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(L) Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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Collect of the Day

L O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone
astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
€ Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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Luther’s Evening Prayer

C | thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me
all my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For
into Your hand | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.

Collect For Peace

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus

L Let us bless the Lord.
€ Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless

and preserve you.
C Amen.
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Sit
Dismissal Hymn 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a 1lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In-car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See-ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in  ev - 'ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011847.
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