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Wednesday, March 23, 2022  
The Third Wednesday in Lent 

Vespers/Evening Prayer (page 229-230, 248-252) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

 
Opening Hymn   437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 
Invocation  
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Absolution 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
VESPERS 
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Psalm  Psalm 95:1–9 

1Oh come, let us sing | to the L೹೼೮;* 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation! 

2Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;* 
let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise! 

3For the L೹೼೮ is a | great God,* 
and a great King a- | bove all gods. 

4In his hand are the depths | of the earth;* 
the heights of the mountains are his | also. 

5The sea is his, for he | made it,* 
and his hands formed the | dry land. 

6Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;* 
let us kneel before the Lംഅ೷, our | Maker! 
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7For he | is our God,* 

and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep | of his hand. 
 

Today, if you | hear his voice,* 
   8do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness, 
 

9when your fathers put me | to the test* 
and put me to the proof, though they had | seen my work.  

 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son, 

And to the Holy | Spirit; 
 As it was in the be -| ginning, 

Is now and will be forever.  | Amen 
 
Sit 
Old Testament Reading  Exodus 17:1–7 

     1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin 
by stages, according to the commandment of the L೹೼೮, and camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Mo-
ses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the L೹೼೮?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the 
people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the L೹೼೮, 
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the L೹೼೮ 
said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Isra-
el, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I 
will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and 
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, be-
cause of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the L೹೼೮ by 
saying, “Is the L೹೼೮ among us or not?”   
 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle  1 Corinthians 10:1–13 

1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Neverthe-
less, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilder 
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ness. 

6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 
they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat 
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorali-
ty as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not 
put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor 
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these 
things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruc-
tion, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that 
he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not com-
mon to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 
but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able 
to endure it.   
 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
Holy Gospel  John 4:5–26 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

5So Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, 
“Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I 
will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in 
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give 
me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no hus-
band’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your hus-
band. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you 
are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusa-
lem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe  
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me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you wor-
ship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.”  
 
P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Nicene Creed  
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Responsory 
Lent  LSB 231 

 

 
     
Sit 
Children’s Sermon  -  Pastor Wagner 
 
Sermon Hymn   763 When Peace, like a River  
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Public domain 

 
Sermon  -  Pastor Wagner  
 
Stand 
Magnificat   
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Sit 
Offering 
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Stand 
Litany  

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 
 

 
  
 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all serv-

ants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-

ry place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-

ful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
The prayers then continue:  

 

 
 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect of the Day  

L  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 
astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer   

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Luther’s Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For 
into Your hand I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

 Amen. 
 
Collect For Peace  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus   

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction   

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 
Dismissal Hymn   849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011847. 
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