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Opening Hymn 861 Christ Be My Leader

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Irish

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328
Tune: Public domain

Stand (Sunday only)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®F

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

®F



(P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and re-
ceive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1
Praise the Lorb! Sing to the LorD a | new song,*
his praise in the assembly of the | godly!

I will extol you, O Lorbp, for you have | drawn me up*
and have not let my foes rejoice | over me.

O Lorp my God, | cried to | you for help,*
and you have | healed me.

O Lorb, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;*
you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit.

Sing praises to the Lorb, O | you his saints,*
and give thanks to his | holy name.

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.*
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;



as it was in the be- | ginning,”*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Praise the Lorb! Sing to the LORD a | new song,*
his praise in the assembly of the | godly!

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may
love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the
many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

"Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by
the Hellenists arose agalnst the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected
in the daily distribution. >And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples
and sald “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve
tables. *Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full
of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to thls duty. “But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” >’And what they said pleased the
whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, and Prochorus and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. *These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid
their hands on them. ’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of
the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became
obedlent to the faith.

®And Stephen full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among
the people. °Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen
(as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from
C|I|C|a and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. .

2And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me.

>You stiff-necked people, unarcumased in heart and ears, you always resist the Ho-
ly Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. **Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, **you who received the
Iaw as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

**Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their
teeth at him. >>But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed |nto heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *°And he said, “Behold, I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” *’But they
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. **Then
they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their gar-
ments at the feet of a young man named Saul. >>And as they were stoning Stephen, he
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called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®°°And falling to his knees he cried out with a
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he
fell asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle / Peter 2:2-10

*Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvatlon— ’if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen
and precious, *you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,
to be a hon priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. ®For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

and

"A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclalm the excellencies of him who called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light. '?Once you were not a people, but now you are God's
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand (Sunday only)
Alleluia and Verse



Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"esus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. ’In
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go
to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and will take you to mgself that where | am you may be also. “And you know the way
to where | am going.” "Thomas sald to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are go-
ing. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ’If you had known me, you
would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”

8PhiIip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” °Jesus said to
him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father: ? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you |
do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.

"'Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account
of the works themselves.

"2Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do;
and greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the Father. Whatever
you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be giorified in the Son. If you
ask me anything in my name, | will do it.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Sermon Hymn 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing



Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie;

You have conquered in the fight,

You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

Now no more can death appall,

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy!

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free,

Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon ~ Pastor Wagner

Prayer Hymn 923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word



Public domain

Stand (Sunday only)
Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering

Sharing of the Peace (Sunday only)

Stand

Preface

()

®F

& B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the count-
less blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
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company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed
us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us
into new life in Him.

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given

into death and drinking His life's blood poured out for our salvation until we pass
through death to the promised land of life eternal.
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My I~ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

[P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testa-

ment in My *I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Sit
Distribution

A Word About Holy Communion at Trinity:

Today we celebrate the Holy Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We joyfully receive
our dear Lord’s Body and Blood through the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of
sins, life, and salvation. Those who celebrate this Sacrament with us give public
confession that they are one with us in our doctrines and beliefs. We seek to be
obedient to the admonition of St. Paul who speaks for Christ concerning the proper
administration and reception of this gift of life and for the spiritual welfare of those
who receive this Sacrament. We ask that anyone wishing to partake of the com-
munion who (s not yet a confirmed member of this congregation or another con-
gregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, to please speak to the PASTOR
or an ELDER prior to the worship service.

Vocal Voluntary (Sunday only)

Distribution Hymn 574 Before the Throne of God Above
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5 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable | AM,
The King of glory and of grace!

6 At one with Him, | cannot die,
My soul is purchased by His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God.

Public domain
© 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010318.

Distribution Hymn 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
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5 The gifts are in the feast,

Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev'ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6 All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

© 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010318.
Public domain

Stand (Sunday only)
Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit
Closing Hymn 411 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934-2025
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328
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