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Trinity Lutheran Church 
            A CONGREGATION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

1165 Westmore Meyers Rd., Lombard, IL  60148 
630-629-8765 + www.trinitylombard.org 

Rev. Steve Wagner  -  Sr. Pastor 
 

Sunday, December 31, 2023 
The First Sunday after Christmas 

Divine Service Setting Four (page 203) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

 
 

Opening Hymn   387 Joy to the World  

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Stand (Sunday only) 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and re-

ceive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our  

      heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10 
The L೹೼೮ has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 
 

Oh sing to the Lംഅ೷ a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
 

The L೹೼೮ has made known his sal- | vation;* 
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
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All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
 
 

Make a joyful noise to the L೹೼೮, | all the earth;* 
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

The L೹೼೮ has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 
 

Kyrie   

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
 
P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarna-
tion of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we 
may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
Baptism—p. 268 
 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

10I will greatly rejoice in the L೹೼೮; 
my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord G೹೮ will cause righteousness and praise 
to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
and her salvation as a burning torch. 

2The nations shall see your righteousness, 
and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the L೹೼೮ will give. 
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3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the L೹೼೮, 
 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  Galatians 4:4–7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might re-
ceive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if 
a son, then an heir through God. 

 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand (Sunday only) 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel  Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law  

 
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of  

 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consola-
tion of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his 
arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 

30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 
was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from 
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at 
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and be-
came strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
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     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead.    
     He ascended into heaven    
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
Sermon Hymn      389 Let All Together Praise Our God  

 

 

 
 



8 

 
 
 
 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 
7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 

Sermon ~ Pastor Wagner  
 

Stand (Sunday only) 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Sit 
Offering 
 
Stand (Sunday only) 
Sharing of the Peace (Sunday only) 
 
Preface   

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
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not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heav-
en we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus   

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
  
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time 
Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
  
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body 
and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:  
Lord's Prayer   

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testa-
ment in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini   

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
Distribution 
 
A Word About Holy Communion at Trinity: 

Today we celebrate the Holy Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  We joyfully receive 
our dear Lord’s Body and Blood through the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation.  Those who celebrate this Sacrament with us give public 
confession that they are one with us in our doctrines and beliefs. We seek to be 
obedient to the admonition of St. Paul who speaks for Christ concerning the proper  
administration and reception of this gift of life and for the spiritual welfare of those  
who receive this Sacrament.  We ask that anyone wishing to partake of the com-
munion who is not yet a confirmed member of this congregation or another con-
gregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, to please speak to the PASTOR 
or an ELDER  prior to the worship service.    
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Vocal Voluntary (Sunday only) 
 
 
 
 
Distribution Hymn    332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
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Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 

 
 
Distribution Hymn   352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord  

 

 

 
 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 
Public domain 
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Stand (Sunday only) 
Nunc Dimittis   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
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come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true  
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and  
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Closing Hymn   938 In Peace and Joy I Now Depart  

 

 

 
 
© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Public domain 
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