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The Fourth Wednesday in Lent
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Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

Opening Hymn 837 Lift High the Cross

A Refrain
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Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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all the world a - dore His sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant sign,
3 Al new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,

A Refrain
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts of God in con - quring ranks com - bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.

As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
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Invocation

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



Exhortation
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Absolution

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.



Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;

W] P
[ L | | ] I e 1]
2 U é i I | | e [
Il('l\ T oy g } I~ ‘l ] { { 1]
o o oo g

Lent: Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.

Psalm Psalm 107:1-9 (antiphon: v. 19)

'Oh give thanks to the Lorp, for | he is good,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!

?Let the redeemed of the Lorb | say so,*
whom he has redeemed from | trouble

*and gathered in | from the lands,*
from the east and from the west,
from the north and | from the south.

“Some wandered in | desert wastes, *
finding no way to a city to | dwell in;



*hungry and | thirsty,*
their soul fainted with- | in them.

®Then they cried to the Lorb in their | trouble,*
and he delivered them from | their distress.

"He led them by a | straight way*
till they reached a city to | dwell in.

8Let them thank the Lorbp for his | steadfast love,*
for his wondrous works to the chil- | dren of men!

°For he satisfies the | longing soul,*
and the hungry soul he fills | with good things.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. °And the people spoke against
God and against Moses, “"Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wil-
derness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” °Then
the Lorp sent fiery se7pents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many
people of Israel died. ‘And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for
we have spoken against the Lorp and against you. Pray to the Lorp, that he take
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And the Lorp said to
Moses, “Make a flery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when
he sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a
serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

A O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 2:1-10

'And you were dead in the trespasses and sins %in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prmce of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience— *among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankmd “But God, being rich in mercy, be-
cause of the great love with which he loved us, *even when we were dead in our tres-
passes, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— ®and
ralsed us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

’so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
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kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not ygur own doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of works, so that no
one may boast. '°For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

L O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel John 3:14-21

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

"esus said:] “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, "*that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. °For
God so loved the world, that he gave hIS onIy Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. ""For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

"®Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
®And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. *°For everyone who does
wicked thlngs hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be
exposed. >'But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

P O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon—Pastor Wagner

Responsory
Lent [SB 237
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1 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are
the God of my sal - va - tion.
2 In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
3 Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are
the God of my sal - va - tion.

9 Refrain
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Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.

Sit
Sermon Hymn 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly

2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made

3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav. - ing  grace is nigh; His Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him ©be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Hm a -1lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.

Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
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Sermon - Pastor Wagner






Stand

Magnificat
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... ... ... ...... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . . .......... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . ... ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . . ... ... ... ... . ... is His name;
3 Hehas scattered the proud in the imagination @ of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ..., Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 all generationswill . . ............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . .. .. ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.

4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . . . ... ... - men. Refrain
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Offering

Litany

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
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the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all serv-
ants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-
ry place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-
ful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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(L] Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obe-
dience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Collect For Peace

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus
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L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Sit
Closing Hymn 645 Built on the Rock
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1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand E - ven when
2 Sure - ly in tem - ples made with hands God, the Most
3 We are God’s house of liv - ing stones, Built for His
4 Here stands the font be - fore our eyes, Tell - ing how
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stee - ples are  fall - ing. Crum - bled have spires in
High, is not dwell - ing; High a - bove earth His
own hab - i - ta - tion. He through bap - tis - mal
God has re - ceived us. Theal - tar  re - calls Christ’s
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ev - ’ry land; Bells still are chim - ing and call -
tem - ple stands, All earth - ly tem - ples ex - cel -
grace Uus  owns Heirs  of His won-drous sal - va -
sac - ri - fice And what His Sup - per here gives
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ing, Call - ing the young and old to rest,
ling. Yet He who dwells in  heav’n a - bove
tion, Were we  but two His name to tell,
us. Here sound the  Scrip - tures that pro - claim
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But a - bove all the souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the same,
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - vor.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
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