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Wednesday, December 15, 2021
The Third Wednesday in Advent
Vespers/Evening Prayer (page 229-230, 248-252)
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

Opening Hymn 349 Hark the Glad Sound
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s

3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And  with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav'n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - Iy voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters  yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum -  ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
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Invocation
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

[P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Absolution
[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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Advent: Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

Introit Ps. 71:14-18; antiphon: Phil. 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will say, | Rejoice.

I will hope con- | tinually*
and will praise you yet | more and more.

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation | all the day,*
for their number is past my | knowledge.

With the mighty deeds of the Lord Gop | | will come;*
I will remind them of your righteousness, | yours alone.

O God, from my youth you have | taught me,*
and | still proclaim your | wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not for- | sake me,*
until | proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all | those to
come.



Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

'"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lorp,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who have an anxious heart,
"Be strong; fear not!

Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
®then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
*No lion shail be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
"%And the ransomed of the Lorb shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle James 5:7-11

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer
waits for the precious frurt of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the
early and the late ralns ®You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another brothers so that you may
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. '°As an example of sufferrng
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. ''Be-
hold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-15

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo -ry to You, O Lord.

*Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
dlsaples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for an-
other?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: *the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. °And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ®What then
did you go out to see? A man, dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is written,

"

Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

"Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. "*From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. *For all the Prophets and the Law
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rophesied until John, *and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

(P} O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,

Sit

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Sermon - Pastor Wagner

Responsory
Advent LSB 230



Verse
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1 Behold, the days
are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise
up for David a righ-teous Branch.

2 In His days Judah will

3 Glory be to the
Father and to

be saved, and Israel will

dwell se - cure -

the Son and to the Holy Spir -

______

ly.

This is the name

by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righ-teous-ness.

Sermon Hymn 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A  thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
5 Hon - or, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion To the
[ 9 b T — — f ! — I
EGIEE 1 ¢ 5
Q) | I T ' 1 1 I
near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is wrapped in fear, He will shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Public domain



Sermon - Pastor Wagner

Stand
Magnificat
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He hasre - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . .. ... ...... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . ... ... .. .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . ... ... .. Son
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3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination
4 and the rich He has sent emp - -
5 and tothe . . ... ..............

of their hearts.
ty a - way.

. Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 the lowlinessof . . . . ............. His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . ... ... .. ... ... . is His name;

5 as it was in the be -
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4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy

- ginning,
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1 all generationswill . ..............

2 from generationto . . . .. ... .........

3 and has exalt - -
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his

call me blessed.
gen - er - ation. Refrain

ed the lowly.
seed for - ever.

5is now, and will be forever. . . . . . ... ... A - men. Refrain
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... ... ... ... ... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . . ... thrones



Litany

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every
good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-

ry place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,
those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

H @

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-
ful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

F @

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

@

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Common: Al - le - lu - ia.
Lent: Thanks be to God.
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@M  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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(L) Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

To You, Lord
I ]
o s -
P —

Collect of the Day

(P] Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *I Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

13



Sit

Dismissal Hymn 797 Praise the Almighty
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1 Praise the Al - might - y, my soul, a - dore Him!
2 Trust not in rul - ers; they are but mor tal;
3 Bless-ed, oh, bless - ed are they for - ev - er
4 Pen - i - tent sin - ners, for mer - <cy cry - ing,
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Yes, I will laud Him un - til death; With songs and
Earth - born they are and soon de - cay. Vain are their
Whose help is  from the Lord Most High, Whom from sal-
Par - don and peace from Him ob - tain; Ev er the
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an - thems I come be - fore Him As long as
coun - sels at life’s last  por - tal, When the dark
va - tion can noth - ing sev - er, And who in
wants of the poor sup - ply - ing, Their faith - ful
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He al - lows me breath. From Him my life and
grave en - gulfs its prey. Since mor - tals can no
hope to Christ draw nigh. To all who  trust in
God He will re - main. He helps His chil - dren
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all things came; Bless, O my soul, His ho - ly name.
help af - ford, Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.
Him, our Lord Will aid and coun - sel now af - ford.
in dis - tress, The wid-ows and the fa - ther - less.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial
Al - le - Tu - Iia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - Tu - ia al - le - lu - ial
Al - le - Tu - Iia, al - le - lu - ia!
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5 Praise, all you people, the name so holy
Of Him who does such wondrous things!
All that has being, to praise Him solely,
With happy heart its amen sings.
Children of God, with angel host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Public domain

15



T T

Acknowledgments

Vespers and Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

16



