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Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A  thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is wrapped in fear, He will shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy @ And with words of love draw near
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
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Invocation
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Exhortation
P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

[P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Absolution
[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

VESPERS

O Lord, open my lips.
@ and my mouth will declare Your praise.

C
Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Advent: Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

Psalm Psalm 85

'Lorb, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

?You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.

*You withdrew | all your wrath;*
you turned from your hot | anger.

“Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,*
and put away your indignation | toward us!

*Will you be angry with us for- | ever?*
Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations?

®will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?

’Show us your steadfast love, | O Lorp,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.

®Let me hear what God the | Lorp will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

%Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.

'%Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;*
righteousness and peace kiss each | other.

"Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,*
and righteousness looks down | from the sky.



'2¥es, the Lorp will give | what is good,*
and our land will yield its | increase.

Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20
(P} The Old Testament Reading is from Zephaniah, the third chapter.

"Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
">The Lorb has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lorb, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
'°On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
"Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
""The Lorb your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
'8 will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
"“Behold, at that time | will deal
with all your oppressors.
And | will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time | will bring you in,
at the time when | gather you together;
for | will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Philippians 4:4-7
(P] The Epistle is from Philippians, the fourth chapter.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. *Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. ‘And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Stand
Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the seventh chapter.
Thanks be to God.

"8The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, "calling two of
his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?” 2°And when the men had come to him, they said, “John
the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” ?'In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and
evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them,
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
have good news preached to them. ?And blessed is the one who is not offended by
me."

*When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concern-
ing John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? ®What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts.
®What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a
prophet. ?’This is he of whom it is written,

"Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

%] tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who
is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.



Responsory
Advent LSB 230

(P} Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a right-
eous Branch.

(P} In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.

(P} Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Refrain
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% This is the name
by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righ-teous-ness.

Sit
Children’s Sermon - Pastor Wagner

Sermon Hymn 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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1 Ocome, O come, Em-man - u - el, And ran - som cap - tive
2 O come, Thou Wis-dom from on high, Who or-d’rest all things
3 Ocome, O come,Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from Sa - tan’s
50

come, Thou Key of Da - vid, come, And o - pen wide our

0 4 \ [r—

e e —
Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
might - i - ly; To us the path of knowl - edge show,
Si -  nai’s height In an - cient times didst give the Law
tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might -y pow’r to save,
heav’n - ly home; Make safe the way that leads on high,
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Un - til the Son of God ap-pear. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And teach us in her ways to go. Re - joice! Re-joice!
In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And give them vic - try o’er  thegrave. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And close the path to mis - er -y. Re - joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u -el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell
Em -man - u-el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el!
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el!
Em - man - u-el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
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Sermon - Pastor Wagner

Stand
Magnificat
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My soul mag - ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He hasre - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . .. ... ...... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . ... ... .. .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . ... ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . .. ............. His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . ... ... ... ... ... ..., is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ..... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho .. ... ... ....... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
o o - |
e . |

o T



N>

1I7r

V 4% 11 — {7 | 1 i i
L | 1
%’ o ir » ;’
1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . . .. ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . . ... .. .. A - men. Refrain
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Offering

Litany
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every
good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-
ry place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,
those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

H @

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-
ful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

H @

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

The prayers then continue:

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to
the Lord:
Alleluia.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one anoth-
er, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Collect of the Day

(P] Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
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Amen.

Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *I Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
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Sit
Dismissal Hymn 331 The Advent of Our King
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1 The ad - vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev - er - last - ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
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And we must hymns of wel-comesing In strains of ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser - vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.
Nor let your faith - less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’'n to reign.
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