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Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

Opening Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won -drous gift is giv'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-1le - hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in  us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
0
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
(0] come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man - u - el!
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Stand (Sunday only)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

1 In the name of the Father and of the (1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
oo Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

S

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

oo Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

1 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the [
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

oo Amen.

Introit Ps. 130:5-8; antiphon: Is. 64:1

Oh that you would rend the heavens | and come down,*
that the mountains might quake at your | presence.

| wait for the Lorb, my | soul waits,*
and in his | word | hope;

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the | morning,*
more than watchmen for the | morning.

O Israel, hope in the Lorb! For with the Lorbp there is | steadfast love,*
and with him is plentiful re- | demption.

And he will redeem | Israel*
from all his in- | iquities.



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Oh that you would rend the heavens | and come down,*
that the mountains might quake at your | presence.

Kyrie
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

)

ef

o _— == _ es

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

¢

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

"°Again the LorD spoke to Ahaz, ''"Ask a sign of the Lorp your God; let it be deep
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LorD
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to the test.” And he said, “Hear then O house of David! Is it too little for you to wea-
ry men, that you weary my God also? "“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
He shaII eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. "®For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the
land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. '"The Lorp will bring upon you and

upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the
day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

OA This is the Word of the Lord.
o~ Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 1:1-7

1PauI a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scrlptures
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh “and was
declared to be the Son of God in power accordlng to the Spirit of holiness by his res-
urrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, *through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name
among all the nations, ®including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

ORA This is the Word of the Lord.
< Thanks be to God.

Stand (Sunday only)
Common Alleluia and Verse LSB 7156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25
'] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
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"®Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. "°And her husband Joseph being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her qwetly %But as he considered these things, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David,
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. 2'She will bear a'son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 2?All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:

23"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). *When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, “but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

[ This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Sermon Hymn 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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1 Ocome, O come, Em-man - u - el And ran - som cap - tive

2 O come, Thou Wis-dom from on high, Who or-d’rest all things
3 Ocome, O come,Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from Sa - tan’s
5 O come,Thou Key of Da - vid,come, And o - pen wide our
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Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
might - i - ly; To us the path of knowl - edge show,
Si -  nai’s height In an - cient times didst give the Law

tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might -y powr to save,
heav’n - ly home; Make safe the way that leads on high,
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Un - til the Son of God ap-pear. Re - joice! Re-joice!
Andteach us in her ways to go. Re - joice! Re-joice!
In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And give them vic - t'ry o’er  thegrave. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And close the path to mis - er -y. Re - joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell

Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell

Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el

Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el

Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-ell
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel!

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
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Stand (Sunday only)
Apostles’ Creed

ov | believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life 0 everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering

Stand (Sunday only)

Offertory
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to



me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
o} | M— ' e pr—
. | — I p———  ———
& ==+~ ———
call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-

va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface
1 The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

] Lift up your hearts
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We lift them to the Lord.

7 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
9
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is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when
He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

"1 Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to for-
give, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
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eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously re-
ceive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

o Amen.

Lord's Prayer

71 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

< Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

71 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My [] body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testa-

ment in My [] blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

No
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P The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
Distribution

A WORD ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION: Today we celebrate the Holy Blessed Sacra-
ment of the Altar. We joyfully receive our dear Lord’s Body and Blood through the
bread and wine, for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Those who celebrate this
Sacrament with us give public confession that they are one with us in our doctrines and
beliefs. We seek to be obedient to the admonition of St. Paul who speaks for Christ
concerning the proper administration and reception of this gift of life and for the spir-
itual welfare of those who receive this Sacrament. We ask that anyone wishing to par-
take of the communion who is not yet a confirmed member of this congregation or an-
other congregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, to please speak to the
PASTOR or an ELDER prior to the worship service.

Vocal Voluntary (Sunday only)
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Distribution Hymn 570 Just as | Am, without One Plea
04

1 Just as I am, with - out one plea But that Thy
2 Just as I am and wait - ing not To rid my
3 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout With man - ya
4 Just as I am, poor, wretch-ed, blind; Sight, rich - es,
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blood was shed for me And that Thou bidd’st me come to
soul of one dark blot, To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each
con - flict, man - y a doubt, Fight-ings and fears with -in, with-
heal - ing of the mind, Yea, all I need, in Thee to
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Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
out, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Public domain
Distribution Hymn 605 Father Welcomes
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Fa - ther wel-comes all His chil-dren To His fam -’ly
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through His Son. Fa - ther giv - ing His sal - va - tion,
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Life for - ev - er has been won.
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1 Lit - tle chil -dren, come to Me, For My king - dom
2 In the wa - ter, in the Word, In His prom-ise,
3 Let wus dai - ly die to sin; Let us dai - ly
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is of these. Life and_ love 1 have to give,
be as - sured: Those who are bap -tized and be - lieve
rise with Him, Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,

A — Refrain
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Mer - ¢y for your sin.
Shall be____  born a - gain.
Live in the peace of God.

© 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011847.

Stand (Sunday only)
Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

OA Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

o Amen.

Benediction

1 The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
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Dismissal Hymn 343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth-1ly king - dom; It comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peaceand free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:

God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail

you!

All lands, bow down be-fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:

Ho - san - na to the Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011847.
Public domain
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