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Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
The Fifth Wednesday in Lent 

Vespers/Evening Prayer (page 229-230, 248-252) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

 
Opening Hymn   811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices  

 

 

 

 
 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010318. 
Public domain 
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Invocation  
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Absolution 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
VESPERS 
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Psalm  Psalm 126 

1When the L೹೼೮ restored the fortunes of | Zion,* 
we were like | those who dream. 

2Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* 
and our tongue with | shouts of joy; 
 

then they said among the nations, 
“The L೹೼೮ has done great | things for them.”* 

3The L೹೼೮ has done great things for us; | 
we are glad. 

4Restore our fortunes, | O Lംഅ೷,* 
like streams in the | Negeb! 
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5Those who | sow in tears* 

shall reap with | shouts of joy! 
6He who goes out weeping, 

bearing the seed for | sowing,* 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 

bringing his | sheaves with him. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son, 
   And to the Holy | Spirit; 
As it was in the be -| ginning, 
   Is now and will be forever.  | Amen 

 
Sit 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 43:16–21 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the forty-third chapter. 
16Thus says the L೹೼೮, 

who makes a way in the sea, 
a path in the mighty waters, 

17who brings forth chariot and horse, 
army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

18“Remember not the former things, 
nor consider the things of old. 

19Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 

20The wild beasts will honor me, 
the jackals and the ostriches, 

for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 
21the people whom I formed for myself 

that they might declare my praise.  
 

L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Philippians 3:8–14 

P The Epistle is from Philippians, the third chapter. 
 

8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a right-
eousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that 
I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
Holy Gospel  Luke 20:9–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
9And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it 

out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10When the time came, 
he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11And he sent 
another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away 
empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 
13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; 
perhaps they will respect him.’ 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to them-
selves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15And they 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vine-
yard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to 
others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!”  

17But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone’? 
18“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on any-
one, it will crush him.” 
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19The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for  
 
they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 
20So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might 
catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdic-
tion of the governor.   

 
P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Responsory 
Lent  LSB 231 
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Sit 
Children’s Sermon  -  Pastor Wagner  
 
Sermon Hymn   809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
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© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010318. 

 
Sermon  -  Pastor Wagner 
 
Stand 
Magnificat   
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Offering 
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Litany  

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 
 

 
  
 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all serv-

ants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-

ry place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-

ful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect of the Day  

P  Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we 

may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer   
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Collect For Peace  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus   
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction   
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 
C Amen. 
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Sit 
Closing Hymn   803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  
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