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Sunday, November 23, 2025 
The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Office of Matins (page 219) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

  
Opening Hymn   837 Lift High the Cross 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328 
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Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-

gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Antiphon 
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Venite   

 

 

 

 
Antiphon 
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Sit 
Psalm Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 
a very present help in | trouble. 

2Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 
though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 

3though its waters | roar and foam,* 
though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 
the holy habitation of the | Most High. 

5God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 
God will help her when | morning dawns. 

6The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 
he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 

7The L೹೼೮ of hosts is | with us;* 
the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

8Come, behold the works | of the Lംഅ೷,* 
how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 

9He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
he burns the chariots | with fire. 

10“Be still, and know that | I am God.* 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted | in the earth!” 

11The L೹೼೮ of hosts is | with us;* 
the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

 
Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:13–18 

13“Your words have been hard against me, says the L೹೼೮. But you say, ‘How have we 
spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our 
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the L೹೼೮ of hosts? 15And now 
we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test 
and they escape.’” 
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16Then those who feared the L೹೼೮ spoke with one another. The L೹೼೮ paid attention 

and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who 
feared the L೹೼೮ and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the L೹೼೮ of 
hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a 
man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Colossians 1:13–20 

13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the king-
dom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15He 
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or domin-
ions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And 
he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 
he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
Holy Gospel Luke 23:27–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who 
were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters 
of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 
29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these 
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And 
when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the 
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people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 
him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also  

 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King 
of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King 
of the Jews.” 

39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed just-
ly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  
 
P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Te Deum  LSB 223 
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Responsory 
Common  LSB 221 

 

 
 
Sit 
Sermon Hymn   534 Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 
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Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt. 
Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon — Pastor Wagner   
 
Stand 
Prayer Hymn   940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name   
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5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
6 From Thy high celestial home, 

    Judge of all, again returning, 
We believe that Thou shalt come 
    On that final judgment morning, 
When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
And the startled dead come forth. 

 
7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 

    By a thousand snares surrounded; 
Keep us without sin today, 
    Never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
Never, Lord, abandon me. 

 
Public domain 

 
Sit 
Offering 
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Sharing of the Peace (Sunday only) 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Kyrie   

 
 

Lord's Prayer   
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread;    

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Collects 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  
P  Let us pray. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive 
Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, 
may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. 

 Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace  
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous 
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus  LSB 228 

 

 
 

Benediction   
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 



14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sit 
Dismissal Hymn   761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T   T   T 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


