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Wednesday, December 10, 2025
The Second Wednesday in Advent
Vespers/Evening Prayer (page 229-230, 248-252)
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal

Opening Hymn 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348

Public domain

Invocation

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Absolution

[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of

the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

VESPERS



Psalm Psalm 85:1-13

'LoRrb, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

?You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.

*You withdrew | all your wrath;*
you turned from your hot | anger.

“Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,*
and put away your indignation | toward us!

*Will you be angry with us for- | ever?*
Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations?

®will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?

’Show us your steadfast love, | O Lorp,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.

®Let me hear what God the | Lorp will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.
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*Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.

'%Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;*
righteousness and peace kiss each | other.

"Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,*
and righteousness looks down | from the sky.

'2yes, the Lorp will give | what is good, *
and our land will yield its | increase.

PRighteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

(P] The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the fourtieth chapter.

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lorp’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LoRrb;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
°And the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lorb has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry!”

And | said, "What shall | cry?”
All flesh is grass,

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades



when the breath of the Lorp blows on it;
surely the people are grass.

®The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

%Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!"
"%Behold, the Lord Gop comes with might,

and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
""He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Peter 3:8-14
(P] The Epistle is from 2 Peter, the third chapter.

®But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years as one day. °The Lord is not slow to fulfill his prom-
ise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should reach repentance. '°But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be ex-
posed.

"'Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to
be in lives of holiness and godliness, "*waiting for and hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! "*But according to his promise we are waiting
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

“Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.



O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel Mark 1:1-8

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
?As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,

*the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”

*John appeared, baptizing i in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance

for the forgiveness of sins. >And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going

out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
®Now John was clothed Wlth camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and

ate locusts and wild honey. "And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is
mlght|er than |, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.
¥ have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
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by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Children’s Sermon - Pastor Wagner (11:00 AM only)

Responsory
Advent LSB 230



Sit
Sermon Hymn 344 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry

Public domain

Sermon - Pastor Wagner



Stand
Magnificat



Sit
Offering
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Litany

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

®

H ® P @ F @ O

H @

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all serv-
ants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-
ry place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
11



=

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,
those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

H @

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-
ful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

H @

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Collect of the Day

(P) Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Luther’'s Morning Prayer (11:00 AM only)

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me.

Amen.

Luther’s Evening Prayer (6:00 PM only)

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me
all my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.

For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P)

The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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Sit
Dismissal Hymn 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Public domain
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