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This will be our final school newsletter for the 2019-2020 school year. Classes are set to 
end on May 29. We checked in with Principal Messina to get an update on end of the 
school year plans: 
 

We are unsure of when we will be holding Trinity’s confirmation and graduation, but we will be 
doing so physically and in person when we are able to do so without violating state law. It is 
likely these important ceremonies will be scheduled for dates in July or August.  
 

We are hoping to be able to open Trinity’s summer camp. We are waiting for the state to move 
into the next level or phase of “reopening” and will continue to review the CDC guidelines for 
opening summer camps. 
 

Trinity IS accepting applications and registration for the new school year. 
 

Trinity IS planning on hosting a virtual VBS and will release details when they are available. 
 
FUN CRAFTS TO DO AT HOME by Carli Highberger & Julia Lesch 
 

GLITTER JARS - materials for each: 
● Jar or plastic bottle  
● A jug of warm water 
● 60ml (2 fluid ounces) glitter glue 
● 3 drops of gel food coloring 
● 60g-80g (2 to 3 ounces) glitter 

 

Step 1: Add warm water to your jar or bottle until it is about a third full. 
Step 2: Add the glitter glue and stir until it combines with the water. 
Step 3: Add 3 drops of gel food coloring and stir. You can add more or less depending on your 
preferred shade, but don’t add too much or the mixture will become very dark and it will become 
hard to see the glitter. 
Step 4: Pour in the glitter. Again, you can use more or less than suggested, or go for a mix of 
chunky and fine glitter to give more texture to your jar. Stir well until combined with the existing 

mixture. 
Step 5: Top up your jar with the rest of the warm water, until 
it is almost full. Leave a little gap at the top of the jar to allow 
the mixture to move. 
 

 
To make playdough, mix together in a large bowl: 

● 2 cups of all purpose flour 
● 2 cups of warm water 
● 1 cup of salt 
● Food coloring, if desired 
● 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil 

 
Stir very well. If dough is too sticky or tacky, add 
a little more flour until you reach the correct 
consistency. 
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The May Day Parade:  
A very special “ socially 
distanced” Trinity event 

by Allison Gagliano & 
 Michael Gagliano  

 

On Friday, May 1, (MAY DAY), Trinity’s e 
teachers put together a parade for the 
students - who, at that time, had been 

under “Stay at Home” orders for seven weeks. The teachers decorated their cars with signs saying things 
like, “We Miss Our Students,” “Praying for You,” “We Love You,” and “Stay Safe.” They also played music 

while their cars were parked in the center of the lot. Students were driven by their parents, around the 
group, through the parking lot. Some students decorated their cars to show how much they miss their 

teachers. It was a really great opportunity for the students and teachers to get to see each other in person 
during this pandemic. 
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Candy And JJ  by Abby Schnittker 

My two cute chihuahuas, Candy and JJ, are the best 
dogs someone could ever ask for! They are siblings 
with completely opposite personalities. JJ loves to relax 
and sit on laps. Candy, on the other hand, loves to play 
and can’t sit still! Don’t get me wrong, Candy can be a 
lazy bum too sometimes. They are 7-years-old and 
were rescued from a kill shelter, by a nice lady who 
regularly rescues 
smaller dogs. No 
one wanted to 
adopt Candy and JJ 
for a long time, but 

finally, we found out about them and decided that they 
were the right fit for our family. We are definitely glad 
that we got to adopt these two amazing dogs. 

Meet Pastor Wagner by 
Lucia Giurdanella & Maria Gronwold 

Rev. Steve Wagner is our pastor here at Trinity. He regularly visits classrooms - to answer questions in 
the upper grades, play games with others, and reads books to preschool. Pastor Wagner went into the 
ministry because of the senior pastor in his home church. He told 
Pastor Wagner that he would make a good pastor. His favorite part 
about Trinity is helping people understand how much Jesus loves 
them, and how important it is to follow Jesus and live His way. 
Pastor Wagner loves the people at Trinity, and enjoys teaching here. 
His favorite school subject when he was a student was math, because 
he was always really good at it and liked it a lot. Pastor loves 
watching sports. He usually ties sports into his sermon for the week! 
He has two dogs: a Dalmatian named Bella and a German 
Shepherd/ Australian Shepherd mix named Loki. Pastor’s favorite 
book is, you guessed it, the Bible! He likes sports movies or comedy 
movies from the 80s and 90s. Pastor’s favorite hymn is  Joyful, 
Joyful, we Adore Thee  (#803 in the Lutheran Service Book). He’s 
loved it since he was a little boy. Pastor likes Romans 8:28: “And we 
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
Him, who have been called according to His purpose,” telling us how 
God works all things (even bad and hurtful things) for our good. 
Pastor’s plans for the summer are getting some rest. Pastor has been 
with us 5 years as of March 28, and he was sad that he didn’t get to celebrate with us. Even though we 
didn’t get to celebrate we still appreciate all the things he does for the church. Thank you God for the 
blessing of our Pastor. 
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Q & A with Mrs. Allor (3rd/4th grade) 
Q: Why did you become a teacher? Who inspired you? 
A: Mr. Steel, my 3rd grade teacher 
Q: What do you like most about teaching?  
A: Every day is a new adventure 
Q: What do you like most about Trinity? 
A: The family atmosphere 
Q: What was your favorite school subject or class when you were a student? 
A: Reading and social studies  
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: I like cooking, walking, spinning, biking, shopping, vacations, reading, and doing 
crosswords and puzzles 
Q: Do you have pets?  
A: I have a cocker spaniel dog named Louie 
Q: What is your favorite book or movie or both? 
A: Sherlock Holmes  
Q: What is your favorite hymn? 
A: For All the Saints 
Q: What is your favorite Bible verse? 
A: Isaiah 41:10 (“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
Q: What are you going to try and do over the summer? 
A: Enjoy time for reading and puzzles, and get ready for the new school year 

 

Q & A with Mrs. Solyom  
Q: Why did you become a teacher? Who inspired you?   
A: Three teachers in my life stand out - they showed me unconditional love and gave me 
a sense that "you can do it."   
Q: What do you like most about teaching? What do you like most about Trinity? 
A:  Everyday is a fresh start, having those precious preschoolers run and give you a hug 
when you walk in the morning is such a gift. And at Trinity, two things stand out. Being 
able to share Jesus' love openly and the family atmosphere, especially when you see the 
interaction of older to younger children.   
Q: What was your favorite school subject or class when you were a student?  
A: English, reading and writing   

Q: What are your hobbies?   
A: Inside, reading and cooking. Outside, walking and observing nature.    
Q: Do you have pets?   
A: One very happy and spoiled mini Labradoodle named Ruby   
Q: What is your favorite book?   
A: Other than the Bible, historical novels  
Q: What is your favorite hymn?  
A:  I Know that my Redeemer Lives  
Q: What are you going to try and do over the summer?   
A: Spend time NOT social distancing  
Q: What else would you like to share?  
A: As a dear friend says, "You don't know how important something is until you don't have it. I want to leave you all, 
especially our 8th graders, with a thought l've always shared with my preschoolers. You may forget your time with us, 
but l pray you will never forget your Best Friend Jesus. And that leads to my favorite Bible verse, Proverbs 3:5-6, 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him 
and He will direct your path.” 
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We’ve Got Opinions...Trinity’s journalism students learned about opinion and editorial 
writing. Here they put it in practice with some original OP-EDs 

Janitors Need More Appreciation by Abby Schnittker 

According to me and my opinion, janitors are crucial for a clean and healthy 
work environment. If janitors weren’t there to clean up our disgusting messes, 
we would be working in a pigsty! 

Some seem to think that being a janitor is something to be ashamed of. 

However, being a janitor is very hard (considering that you would always get the short end of the stick)! This job 
would require a lot of patience when you are constantly picking up after the workers everyday. Many people would 
probably not work there if the building was always such a mess. According to my dad, people at work are very 
thankful for their janitors and thank them every time they see them. They could never work in an unclean 
environment. In fact, janitors clean bathrooms, mop the floors, sweep, and lunch areas, which we use everyday! 
Janitors definitely impact the economy and reduce the amount of time people that get sick. 

Appreciate janitors and what they do for us! If you see one walking around your building, don’t make fun or ignore 
them. Thank them for what they’re doing because they don’t get thanked enough. 

By thanking janitors, they may be happier cleaning or even do a better job while doing it. 

Apartment Versus House by Carli Highberger  

Apartments are a great way to get your life started, but if you decide to have a family, or throw parties, a house 
would be a better option.  

Apartments have a rule of not being loud, and if you have a baby constantly crying, that’s not the most ideal 
place to live. 

I think the main issue is people not getting paid enough money. People can’t afford a house sometimes, but 
they do wish to host parties and start a family. 

Murder Hornets: Beware by Giovanna Ramirez  

There have been cases of people dying from vicious hornets known as 
Murder Hornets. The experts don't know what to do about these giant 
Asian stingers. But then again we need these hornets. They are here for 
a reason, and God made them. Each creature has its purpose. Maybe we 
don't know the hornets' purpose right now. There still aren’t any verified 
cases of murder hornets being sighted in the United States or Canda. 
Before we get worked up about these hornets we need to stop and think 
and see what is the real danger. Are they really going to kill us? There 
aren't any confirmed cases about these hornets killing us. But we just have to be careful like any other other wild 
species. Don’t bother them and don't cause them to feel threatened.  

Appreciate these murder hornets, as you don’t know what they are cabable of. The murder hornet is a tough bug and 
is not good to act dumb when faced with their presence. Do not mess with them. When you are stung by a murder 
hornet, they leave what is essentially a biological tracker inside of you, one the instinctively spurs them to track you 
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down and repeatedly sting you. These hornets can be up to three inches in length. Be careful! If you are stung, GO 
TO THE HOSPITAL. Ten stings can be life-threatening, and 30 bites or more will be fatal.  

Does drinking water before each meal 
actually have health benefits? 

by Lucia Giurdanella 
  

Most people usually have a drink with most of their 
meals, but what if you drank a glass of water before 
you ate. There are some obvious reasons why this 
could work, the water takes up more space in your 
stomach so then when you eat, you're not as hungry. 
This is proven because water is a natural appetite 
suppressant, so drinking water before your meals can 
make you feel fuller. Doing so you can reduce the 
amount of calories you take in to about 75 calories a 
meal. 

While there are obvious reasons there are also scientific reasons that drinking water before each meal can help 
with digestion. It shouldn't be right before each meal, as scientists say that water before or after a meal will 
dilute digestive juices. So you should drink water 30 minutes before or after a meal. This allows the body to 
absorb the nutrients from the previous meal properly. 

While doing this it can help you lose weight naturally, and with plenty of exercise. But there are dangers if you 
are already thin please be careful so that you do not fall underweight. There are plenty of things to help keep 

you fit - like eating properly and getting plenty of 
exercise. 

God’s Blessings to Mrs. Sue Gutwein, 
Trinity’s 1st and 2nd grade teacher on 

her retirement.  
Our prayers go with you! 

 
● We pray that you and your loved 

ones are well and can’t wait until we can gather together 
again. In the meantime, keep up the e-learning and 

home-based activities.  
● Join us for Trinity’s livestream worship services Sunday mornings at 9 (find us on 

Facebook  @TrinityLombard  or on Trinity’s website - TrinityLombard.org.  
● Stay home, stay safe, and stay in touch! God bless you all. 

 
Trinity News & Views is created by Trinity’s 7th & 8th grade class. Do YOU have something to submit? Drop off at 
the office or email to: secretary@trinitylombard.org. PLEASE CLEARLY LABEL “NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION.” 

 
Trinity Lutheran School - 1165 S. Westmore-Meyers Rd. Lombard, IL 60148 - 630.627.5601 - trinitylombard.org 
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