NeWS from the

In early July, our nation celebrates
Independence Day. And like most holidays, it is
easy to lose sight of what the holiday is truly
about. At national, or even religious, holidays,
we have a tendency to focus on the fact that
we get extra time off of work, which gives us an
opportunity to take a short vacation, or perhaps
to spend some quality time with friends and
family.

But Independence Day is a special day, and
we should not lose sight of its meaning. On
July 4, 1776, the greatest nation in the history
of civilization was born. Our country was
different from its beginning. The idea of a
democratic republic was a new one, and the
American Experiment has worked out
marvelously. America had a new approach to
everything, from governmental structure to
economic policy, to foreign relationship
attitudes, to the place of religion in life. For all
of the problems America has, it is still the
greatest nation in the world to live in, and we
are blessed to have an opportunity to do so.

But something else should be said, and this is
about the American idea of freedom. Freedom
also is a blessing, within its proper perspective.
Freedom from oppressive, tyrannical
governments is truly a wonderful thing. But
freedom to do anything and everything we
want with absolutely no boundaries is not a
good thing at all. Allowing our sinful nature to
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run rampant and to govern our lives unchecked
in the name of freedom will always lead to
destruction. Sin by its nature destroys. That is
the end game goal of Satan — to work through
your sinful nature to bring about as much pain,
destruction, and death to you and our world as
he possibly can. At this extreme, freedom is
not good.

However, this Independence Day season, the
freedom we should give thanks for is the
freedom won on the cross of Christ. Jesus’
death and resurrection set you free from the
bondage of sin. He set you free from a destiny
that would have been defined by death. He has
given you the certain hope of salvation from
sin, pain, and death. You have been set free
from the bonds of hate and selfishness, so now
you can experience love, service, and
selfishness, which brings you joy, peace, and
true contentment. So, as you enjoy your
holiday this year, remember that true freedom
is not found in our world, but it is only found in
Christ. Have a great July and see you in
church!

In Christ,
Rev. Wagner

“All things are lawful,” but not
all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful,” but not all things
build up.”

1 Cor 10:23




Scheduled

In person services
9 a.m. Sundays

In person &
livestreamed

7 p.m. Mondays
Welcome In-person only

No Monday night service on July 4.

Bible Study on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. (In
person, in sanctuary) follows Coffee &
Fellowship after church services. We are
studying the book of Acts.

Guidelines still in place for in person worship:

...Please wear face masks upon entry and
exit into church if you are unvaccinated

...No mask is required while seated on the left
side (lectern) of the sanctuary.

...Please leave masks in place if seated on
the right pulpit) side of the sanctuary.

...Sit in alternating pews as marked on the
pulpit side, not required on the lectern side.

...Help yourself to the Order of Worship

...Offering plates are in the rear of the
sanctuary.

.The 9 a.m. service continues to be

livestreamed on Facebook

@TrinityLombard and on Trinity’s website

at Trinitylombard.org.

Church on Facebook

If you missed joining Trinity for church this (or
any) weekend, you can still take part online.
Relive the Sunday morning services, find the
orders of worship, along with easy to share
video and audio versions of the sermons at
https://www.trinitylombard.org/sermons. You'll
find recent online Bible study videos there too.
Church services and Bible classes air live on
Facebook @TrinityLombard
(https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLombard/)
and can also be viewed live at
https://www.trinitylombard.org/. Worship is
online each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.

NOTE: Trinity’s summer office hours are from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday.
Monday through Friday office hours resume
August 8.

Trinity "Coffee and Fellowship Time”

Don’t miss Sunday
morning coffee and
conversation between
church and Bible class
has resumed. Enjoy the
treats, and feel free to
contribute your own
favorite on occasion. Just drop off in the parish
hall kitchen on Sunday morning. If dropped off
or delivered at another time, items may be
labelled "Sunday" and placed in the
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refrigerator.
From Over the summer,
the Trinity is filled with
P]'mclpa[ activity that is different

from during the school
year, but still active.
We are tirelessly
planning for the 2022-
2023 school year. The
office is hard at work getting ready for next
year and giving tours to new students. The
classrooms are being emptied for the floors to
be waxed. | want to thank all the volunteers
who came out and helped move the desk and
other oversized items in the classrooms;
THANK YOU!

Vacation Bible School returned to meet in
person on June 6-10. Many students came to
VBS, and the staff and volunteers shared Bible
stories and the good news of Jesus'’s birth,
death, and resurrection. An average of 40
students every day, for a total of 207 students
that attended VBS throughout the week. Thank
you to all the volunteers and staff who helped
Trinity share the Word of God with the
community's children. We are looking forward
to next summer and reaching more children.

(continued next page)
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Summer camp is in full swing. Summer camp
is serving 41 students, some who attend Trinity
and others come from the community.
Students entering three-year-old preschool
through fifth grade attend camp. There are a
variety of activities and themes that the
students participate in during their time at
summer camp. Some of the activities are story
time, free play, group or center work, snack
(who does not love snack?), recess, naptime,
and of course lunch.

There is still
time to enroll at
Trinity for the
2022-2023
school year.
Please refer
your friends,
family,
neighbors, or
coworkers to
Trinity if they
are looking for a
loving, caring
school. The office is open Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday to provide tours for
new families. Please have them contact the
office at secretary@trinitylombard.org or
630.637.5601.

Blessings,

Julie Messina’

Principal - 7th & 8th Grade Teacher
Trinity Lutheran School, Lombard, IL
JMessina@trinitylombard.org
630.627.5601 ext. 205

available on a rolling cart in the back of the
sanctuary during Bible class. Your child can
find books to read and look at while you
engage in Bible class, along with coloring and
word search activities, and even simple mess-
less craft projects.

For the younger set, during church and Bible
class, there is a rack of toddler "busy bags" at
the back of the sanctuary to keep your child
occupied when needed.

Sunday school resumes after Labor Day for
children aged 3 through 8th grade. Regular
volunteers and occasional helping hands are
needed. If you're available and interested, let
Pastor Wagner know or contact Trinity's office
at secretary@frinitylombard.org or
630.629.8765.

Remember Sunday Morning
Bible Class After Church!

Sunday morning Adult Bible class continues
through the summer even though Sunday
school is on hiatus. Don't despair - you can still
come to Bible class after church - and your
children can stay with you. Quiet, self-directed
activities for Sunday school aged children are
3

Wednesday morning bible study
is on a summer break and will resume
after Labor Day.

Pastor offers Online Bible Study,
Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m.

LIVE on Facebook @trinitylombard

Pastor Wagner welcomes any of your Bible
related questions. You can interact online
via Facebook as the study is going on. You
can also view it at TrinityLombard.org.
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Mary/Martha extends an invitation to all
women to gather together to engage in
either a Bible study, a project or simply
fellowship.

MARY~MARTHA HOSTS SUMMER
BIBLE STUDY /CRAFT NIGHTS

These fun evenings are for all women! It's on
Mondays: July 11 and 25, August 8 and 22, at
7 p.m. Plan to attend all or as many as you are
able, for the Bible study and simple craft.

We are making small crosses for the LWML
(Lutheran Women in Mission) 2023 convention
in Milwaukee. Around 7,000 women are
expected to attend.

In our first Bible studies we will be looking at
“God’s purpose for our lives.” It's at the home
of Judy Cuchetto, 118 South Ardmore, Villa
Park.

All women of Trinity are considered a part
of Mary/Martha and LWML. There is no
membership, just an invitation to gather
together as sisters in Christ’s name.

You are personally invited to come and
enjoy a time of friendship.

To RSVP, for more information, or any
questions, text or call Arlene Solyom at

630.715.7764.
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2022-2023 TRINITY
New OFFERING
Offermg ENVELOPES

,E"V9|°Pes Offering envelopes
N~—=— = are now available on
the table along the

east wall of the

parish hall next to the dart board. Due primarily
to the number of members now contributing
electronically via Trinity’s donation portal, fewer
printed sets are needed, therefore some
members will have different envelope numbers
this fiscal year. Because Trinity's fiscal year
runs from July 1 to June 30, the old
envelopes should not be used after June

30. This is important as the number is used as

a quick link in recording the contribution into

the computer system. Most electronic givers

will find a set of envelopes for holidays and
self-designated gifts such as memorials,

Bringing Light to Our Community campaign,

special funds, or special purpose gifts. If you

cannot find your set of envelopes on the table
and you would like a set, please contact

Trinity’s office or email edgoss@comcast.net.
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For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared

beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:10 (ESV)



mailto:edgoss@comcast.net

S

SATURDAYS, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

July 16 - Concordia University Chicago, River Forest (IL)
July 23 - St. John Lutheran Church, Indianapolis (IN)
July 30 - St. Peter Lutheran Church, Schaumburg (IL)

August 6 - St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dorchester/Chicago (IL)

VOICEOFCARE.ORG

Celebrate people of all abilities

at Voice of CareFEST! This FREE,
inclusive fun fest takes place

on Saturdays from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m.,
on multiple dates at different
locations. Enjoy Voice of CareFEST

on July 16 at Concordia University
Chicago in River Forest (IL), July 23 at
St. John Lutheran Church in
Indianapolis (IN), July 30 at St. Peter
Lutheran Church in Schaumburg

(IL), and August 6 at St. Paul Lutheran
Church on Dorchester in Chicago

(IL). This FREE family-friendly
celebration features a complimentary
Chick-Fil-A picnic lunch, an inclusive
fun walk, games, crafts, and music, to
engage people of all ages and abilities
in fun, inclusive, interactive,
relationship building activities. It’s all
FREE, but please register online

at VoiceOfCare.org. Questions?

Email office@voiceofcare.org.

Imeportant nformation
About the Supreme Court

Abortion Decision

From the LCMS Northern Illinois District
Life Task Force Chairperson - First
District Vice President Cory Estby:

Dear Life-Affirming
Friends in Christ,

(| On Friday, June 24,
L el the Supreme Court
& of the United
States, in its
opinion concerning the case of Dobbs v.
Jackson Women's Health Organization,
OVERTURNED the federal right to

abortion created by the court in its 1973
decision in Roe v. Wade.

As Chairman of the LCMS-NID Life Task
Force, | was invited to participate in an
immediate press conference that day in
downtown Chicago with March for Life
Chicago, WeDignify, Illinois Right to Life,
and the Thomas More Society. With six
microphones/cameras in front of us, we
proclaimed a message that affirms the
sanctity of human life from the time of
conception in the womb. In 'reserved
celebration,’ this is only a first step
towards a society and culture that
recognizes the value of all human life
made in the image of the Creator,
especially as it pertains to our current IL
state laws.

(continued next page)
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Anti-abortion advocates rally in South
Loop after Roe v. Wade overturned |
WGN-TV (wgntv.com)

The following is a draft of my speech
that day:

"Te Deum Laudamus--We Praise You, O
God" this day and always! Every life has
value-~life that begins in the womb at
the moment of conception. Every life
created by God. Millions of babies will
have opportunity to live with the recent
decision. Women will be preserved the
inhumanity of abortion and its effects,
including regret, grief and suffering.
Fathers will be able to care for their
children, at times forgotten or helpless
against the mother's will.

Jesus Christ our Lord was conceived in
the womb of the Virgin Mary ~ and paid
the sacrifice for our sin ~ giving His life
on the cross for forgiveness and life with
Him forever.

The Church will continue to speak the
truth in love and remains at the ready to
serve and support those in need. We
stand with a Word of Hope and

Life. Walking alongside church and
community pregnancy resource centers,
providing care and compassion to
families and mothers, promoting
adoption opportunities, managing
Breakfast with Baby and Swaddling
Clothes gatherings, expanding
Redeeming Life Maternity home support.
Christians continuing to put love into
action for all our neighbors.

Christ’s Church, including the LCMS-
Northern Illinois District and its 200+
congregations, speaks up for the sanctity
of life. All human life is precious and
sacred to God. In closing, | would like to
share the hymn text (I spoke, didn't sing
it!):

"Now Thank We All Our God, with

hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done, in

whom this world rejoices.

Who from our mother’s arms {actually

WOMB}, has blest us on our way,

With countless gifts of love and still is
our today.”

What now? Stay connected with LCMS
Life Ministry for statements, prayers,
and the like. Be sure to check it out
here: https://www.lcms.org/how-we-
serve/mercy/life-ministry

Statement from LCMS Life Ministry on
the 'Dobbs v. Jackson' ruling

https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/stateme
nt-from-lcms-life-ministry-on-the-dobbs-
v-jackson-ruling/

Deaconess Dr.
Tiffany Manor,
Director Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod Life
Ministry, stated,
“We give thanks to
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
that the Supreme Court has affirmed
that the constitution does not confer a
right to abortion. Christians have always
loved and cared for women and children.
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Now is the time for Christ's church to do
even more to speak up for the sanctity
of all human life, to teach about the
God-given value of life, and care for
people vulnerable to abortion, providing
for their needs in both body and soul. It
is time to put your Christian love into
action.”

Here are some other opportunities and
resources you may consider for your
prayers, reading and continued
involvement:

1. Crossway Publishing is currently
offering a FREE electronic pdf
version/upload of the book "The Case for
Life" by Scott Klusendorf. Equipping
Christians to Engage the Culture.

https://uploads.crossway.org/excerpt/t
he-case-for-life-epdf.pdf

2. An article for reflection: Roe vs Wade:

Now What? - Life Through Lutheran
Lenses

[https://lutheranlenses.com/2022/06/2
4/roe-vs-wade-now-what/]

3. Watch the LCMS co-sponsored
webcast “Life Beyond Roe"” on demand at

https://vimeo.com/723879824.

For more information
on the Synod’s
response to the U.S.
Supreme Court ruling
§ on Dobbs v. Jackson,
) read:

» A statement from LCMS President Rev.
Dr. Matthew C.

Harrison [https://reporter.lcms.org/202
2/lcms-president-rev-dr-matthew-c-
harrison-addresses-scotus-decision/]

A joint letter to U.S. Attorney General
Merrick Garland from Harrison and the
presidents of the WELS and ELS regarding
increased violence against churches,
pregnancy resource centers and pro-life
organizations
[https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/joint-
letter-from-lcms-president-harrison-and-
presidents-of-wels-and-els-to-us-
attorney-general/]

LCMS Worship has provided the following
prayer:

Gracious Father, we solemnly thank and
praise You for the judgment of the court
this day in reversing decisions that have
given open sanction to the destruction of
human life. Curb wickedness in every
heart and place. For the sake of Christ,
spare us those punishments that we have
deserved. Restore compassion and the
desire for life among all, and lead Your
Church to show Your love to the
vulnerable, to the despised and to those
whose hearts have turned cold. Your Son
has taken up our fragile flesh to free us
from the bonds of sin by His death. Draw
every heart to Yourself, Holy Father,
that believing in Christ Jesus, we would
not perish but have everlasting life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Lutheran Women in Mission

b Jutheran Wemen

in Mission

Mite boxes support ministries world-wide!
Here are some of the National grants:

2021-2023 Mission Grant
Status Update

1. Deaconess Ministry Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch — Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch,
$81,680 PAID IN FULL

2. Healing the Invisible Wounds of War
through Horses — Spirit Warrior, Central
Maine, $95,000

3. Thirst to Learn: Bible Books for Africa’s
Children — Lutheran Heritage Foundation,
$100,000: PARTIAL PAYMENT of $25,500

4. Making the Next Generation of Disciples
for Life — LCMS Life Ministry, $92,000 PAID
IN FULL

5. Helping Hands for Lutheran Deaf
Outreach — Lutheran Deaf Outreach,
$50,000: PARTIAL PAYMENT of $15,000

6. Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients — Phil’s
Friends, $70,000 — PAID IN FULL

7. Training Pastors to Serve the Church in
Russia — Lutheran Theological Seminary,
Novosibirsk, Siberia, $100,000

8. Light of Christ in Eastern Europe — Mission
Central, $56,000

9. Propelling the Gospel — LAMP Ministry,
Inc., $65,000

10. Educating Pastors in Africa — Mission
Central, $100,000

11. Redeeming Life Maternity Home, lllinois
Expansion — Redeeming Life Outreach
Ministries, $100,000: PARTIAL PAYMENT of
$50,000
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12. Mercy Medical Care for Tanzania —
Mwadui Lutheran School and Community,
$68,182 PAID IN FULL

13. Gospel Outreach to Women and Children
in Mongolia — Lutheran Hour Ministries,
$100,000 — PAID IN FULL

14. Caring for and Sharing Christ with Hurting
People — Concordia Seminary, St. Louis,
$100,000 PAID IN FULL

15. The Littlest and Least of These, Dallas,
Texas — St. Paul Lutheran Church and
Christian Academy, $42,000 — PAID IN FULL
16. Bring the Inner-City Children to Camp —
Lutheran Valley Retreat, Colorado, $25,000
17. Spiritual and Physical Food for Children
of Peru — La Mision Luterana del Peru,
$56,750 — PAID IN FULL

18. “Ends of Earth” Scholarships — Mission
Opportunities Short Term (MOST)
Ministries, $50,000: PARTIAL PAYMENT of
$25,000

19. Sharing Jesus’ Love in India — Lutheran
Braille Workers, $100,000

20. Mission & Outreach to the Least of
These — Victory Lutheran Church, K. I.
Sawyer Community, $51,356: PARTIAL
PAYMENT of $34,000

21. Mercy House Belize Lutheran Campus —
Belize Mission Society, $100,000 PAID IN
FULL

22. Ministry Vehicle Fund, Ethiopia and
Sierra Leone — Lutheran Bible Translators,
$70,000 — PAID IN FULL

23. Showing God’s Love in the International
District, Albuquerque, New Mexico — God
Cares About You Mission, $98,000: PARTIAL
PAYMENT of $49,000

24. Reaching the Homebound with God’s
Word — Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. (DBA
Worship Anew), $100,000

(continued next page)
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25. Missionaries to America Project —
Mission Nation Publishing, $88,000 PAID IN
FULL

26. Strengthening the Lutheran Mission to
Kuna, Idaho — Friendship Celebration
Lutheran Church, $100,000 PAID IN FULL
27. Expanding God’s Love in Uganda —
LCMS Office of International Mission, Africa
Region, $92,000

28. Christ-Centered Materials for Hmong
Language School and Outreach — St. Paul
Hmong Outreach Ministries, $70,208 PAID IN
FULL

ALL OF THE FUNDS THAT HAVE
BEEN PROVIDED TO DATE COME
FROM GOD THROUGH THE
WOMEN OF LWML...WHICH
INCLUDES YOU, AS A WOMAN IN
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Please join LWML in supporting these
mission grants. Your mites can be
contributed toward the grants at any time.

* Use an LWML Mite box for cash or checks

(Mite boxes are located on the back table in
church) you can put the whole box in the
big mite box and take another box.

Or make a check out to Mary Martha and
designate it for LWML and put it in the
offering plate.
S>>>55555555555555555555555555555>>

DURING THE SUMMER AT OUR WOMEN’S
BIBLE AND CRAFT NIGHTS, WE ARE
MAKING KEY-FOB CROSSES TO BE
HANDED OUT TO THE THOUSANDS OF
WOMEN AT THE CONVENTION IN
MILWAUKEE IN 2023.

Twenty-five percent of all of the LWML mite
contributions made, go to each local district.
For our area it is the NID (Northern lllinois
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District). A separate convention is held in each
district on alternate years from the national
convention. Each district then votes on the
submitted grants for that convention year.

July Focus:

; @ | utheran Women in Mission

SHARING JESUS’ LOVE IN INDIA
Lutheran Braille Workers --$100,000

Jesus said, “1 am the light of the world " (John 9:3). This verse is
important to the individuals who are Blind or Visually Impaired as
they seek to know the love and light of Christ. This 1s especially true
in India where there are over 62.6 million people who are Blind or
Visually Impaired, and most do not know Jesus or have access to the
Seriptures. Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) already produces
Braille and specialized large print Bibles and other Christian
materials in multiple languages used in India and has extensive
experience distributing these materials with partner ministries and
churches. This grant would help fund the formation of a Ministry
Production Center in India to produce and distribute its materials,
and train workers on the equipment.

Lutheran Braille

Mite Goal
2020-2022
$ 157,000

Received as of
May 31, 2022
$160,333.25

Praise the Lord!

Give a June
Mite donation
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PRAYER PARTNERS

If you have a prayer
gﬁ ; request or would like to
’ give an update on
PRAYER someone we have been
e praying for, please
contact Pastor Wagner. Or you can also submit
your request directly to Nadine Anderson at
630.629.2197 or duke3579@comcast.net.
Look for the Prayer Partners coming each month
to your email address.

Appreciation Baskets

You are not alone.
That’s what we want
the First Responders in
Lombard and
surrounding
communities to know
when we drop off
Appreciation Baskets.
These men and women of our Police and Fire
Departments are providing support to the
communities they serve. Our desire is to let them
know that we keep them in prayer. Pastor includes
a letter in every basket.

The Board of Evangelism is requesting
donations to keep this outreach going.

Store bought items such as granola bars, crackers and
fresh fruit are welcome. The K-9 dogs like treats as
well. You can place items in the parish hall kitchen
and mark them for First Responders. Blessings on
your generosity and for sharing God’s love.

Thank you for your
service. God bless you.

Trinity Board of Evangelism

SAVE THE DATE:
Lutherans For Life
Luthc.r_:ms National Conference
For Life 2022 is October 21-22,
in Rock Island, lllinois (Quad Cities). Keynote
speakers include abortion survivor Melissa
Ohden, March for Life President Jeanne
Mancini, and Blaze TV talk show host Steve
Deace. Conference Registration: LFL Members
~ $125., Non-Members ~ $150., Students ~
$25. Children 12 and under ~ FREE. Details at
lutheransforlife.org/conference.
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‘T will never leave you

nor forsake you.”
Hebrews 13:5

& on going

Thank you and God Bless you for
Supporting Our Community Food Pantries

WE CONTINUE TO ASK, BECAUSE THE
NEED IS ONGOING. We hope to keep helping
fill the food pantry shelves. By meeting that
need we are witnessing our love and gratitude
to our risen Savior. Trinity members have
always answered the call to help our
neighbors. We continue to ask, once again,
that you help restock the shelves for the food
pantries at St. Pius/St. Vincent DePaul and
York Township in Lombard, and First
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Chicago.

Any questions about donations to or use of the
food pantry can be directed to Trinity members
Ron and Dawn Tyler.

Pantry Hours at St. Pius:

Monday & Friday 9 a.m. to noon
Wednesday 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays 9 to 11:30 a.m.

The Tylers continue as faithful caretakers of
our food pantry and will be more than happy to
pick up your donations if bringing them to
church is a problem for you.

“And they W knew we ave
Clvustions by ewu leve.”
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A Letter to the

Editor of Herald & <
Re’VLew ~ .: ‘ 9 Board of

v Evangelism

America we are losing it?

°

Jesus said in Luke 11:17, “Any kingdom
divided, a house will fall,” that’s proven.

Our nation stands both pro- and anti-God,
attitude and action wise. We are divided over
rights of marriage, birth, gender, race and
politically. Nations have failed with far less
divisions than this.

These decrees and laws were proclaimed
before the creation of the world by our God.

God laid down these decrees in Genesis up
through the book of Matthew under the long
shadow of Jesus Christ. And the shadow came
to light in Matthew, being Jesus the light of the
world, with the law and decrees.

Jesus said in Matthew, “I didn’t come to abolish
but to fulfill them,” and we want to change them
in every way we can? Solomon said (there is)
nothing new under the sun. What's been said
and done will come around.

Our land before it became America was pagan
and heathen worship. Our forefathers
introduced Jesus Christ and since that time we
are the United States, one nation under God.

Sadly, we are turning away from God, reverting
back to the beginning? Sounds unthinkable but
out of the blue COVID-19 killed millions
worldwide and tens of thousands here at
home.

A teenage boy killed 21 people and injured
many in broad daylight in approximately 1 %
hours, things happen.

We are walking on the edge. We need to get
back to God and his reality, least we fall into

the depths of the abyss. To challenge or omit
Gods word equals failure. So be it amen. My
prayers are for you and yours.

Ford Lewis — of Decatur, lllinois.
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This letter to the editor of Herald & Review
[https://herald-review.com/opinion/letters/letter-
we-need-to-get-back-to-god/article 7f13c10a-
e82f-11ec-ab48-87fa04387da0.html] seemed
to be appropriate to share. It is as submitted by
Mr. Ford Lewis — of Decatur, lllinois. He wrote
it simply. It sounds like it is heartfelt, and it
expresses his thoughts that America has as a
nation, turned away from God.

As believers, we can pray without ceasing for
our families, our neighbors, our communities,
our politicians, and our nation, that we will turn
to the One and only God for guidance.

May you be refreshed in His goodness and
grace.

Blessings,

Trinity Board of Evangelism

@we ever forget that we are L |
" “ONE NATION UNDER GOD’,
then we will be a nation gone under.”

ROMALD REAGAN

WAFPY
NHEFENGENGE
DEYE
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Directory of Info:

WALCAMP SUMMER 2022:

Our Lutheran camp in nearby Kingston, lllinois,
is offering options for day camp and sleep-
away camp. Some of the choices for sleep-
away camp include baseball, cheerleading,
horse riding, owl night, paintball, tree and
houses. Walcamp’s wooded acreage and rustic
lodge have been giving children a great camp
experience for generations. Call 815.784.5141
or visit walcamp.org for more information.

Midwest Center for Hope & Healing:
Christian Counseling - a few steps away

Would you or your family benefit from Christian
counseling? Whether you struggle with stress
and anxiety, are trying to overcome depression
or substance abuse, or think you might need
support while coping with the loss of a loved
one, or if you are dealing with financial strains,
infidelity, or communication issues in
relationships, you do not have to feel alone.

Midwest Center for Hope & Healing offers a full
range of in-person and teletherapy counseling
services.

Trained and experienced licensed counselors
are available with offices at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Lombard, Trinity Lutheran Church in
Lisle, and in Oak Brook. Call 630.560.1100 or
visit mchhcounseling.com

THERE IS HOPE...

If time alone leaves you struggling with feelings
of depression, guilt, grief, anger or regret and
there’s an abortion in your past, Word of Hope
can help. Word of Hope offers confidential
counseling, support, resources and referrals for
anyone dealing with the after-effects of an
abortion. If you or someone you know is
suffering from grief over an abortion, call
888.217.8679 or email info@word-of-hope.org.
It's caring and completely confidential.
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Dislike Paying State Taxes?

If you dislike paying state taxes a financial gift
to Trinity Lutheran School can get you a 75
percent credit on your state taxes - IF YOU
MAKE YOUR GIFT AS AN INDIVIDUAL
THROUGH EMPOWER ILLINOIS. It's simple
math - if you are going to owe at least $750 in
state taxes in 2022, and you are willing to give
Trinity Lutheran School $250 in 2022, giving a
gift of $1000 through Empower lllinois gets you
a $750 lllinois tax credit AND Trinity receives
the entire $1000! It's not magic, it's not
manipulative, and it's not hinky accounting. It is
an opportunity to make your gift to Trinity go
farther, and it's even better than a 1:1 match.
And it works for gifts of any amount from $100
to $20,000. Contact Trinity's office to be
connected to someone who can walk you
through the process or learn more

at empowerillinois.org.

OTHER ONGOING GIFTING OPPORTUNITIES:

God's blessings to benefit the kihngdom work of
Trinity Lutheran Church and School...

e Amazon Smile — Select Trinity as your
designated charity and a small percentage
of everything you buy comes back to
Trinity. Get started at
smile.amazon.com/charity.

¢ Raise Right (formerly Shop with Scrip) —
Gift cards purchased physically or online
return varying percentages to Trinity, while
you get the full face value of what you
spend. Order forms are available in Trinity’s
office or sign up online at raiseright.com.

¢ Planned Giving — Could you continue
supporting Trinity after you’'ve gone to
Heaven? It's not as hard as it may seem.
LCMS Foundation Planned Giving
Counselors can show you how.

If you have questions or need assistance in
making charitable gifts to Trinity, please reach
out to Trinity’s office at 630.629.8765

or secretary@trinitylombard.org and the Board
of Stewardship can connect you with a variety
of helpful giving resources.
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